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UK Market Snapshot 
UK markets finished mixed yesterday, with the FTSE 250 index ending higher, buoyed by a 

stronger Pound, amid rising optimism surrounding the Brexit deal. Hays jumped 8.1%, after it 

forecasted a rise in its net fees for the first quarter, despite challenging economic conditions 

across key markets. LiDCO Group climbed 7.7%, after the company’s pretax loss narrowed 

in the first half of 2019. Indivior rose 4.1%, after the drugmaker raised its annual revenue and 

income outlook, led by strong performance from its anti-opioid addiction drug, Suboxone. On 

the flipside, Renishaw dropped 6.9%, after it issued a profit warning for the full year, following 

a drop in its first quarter revenue and profit. Sophos Group fell 0.7%, after a top broker 

downgraded its rating on the stock to ‘Hold’ from ‘Buy’. The FTSE 100 marginally fell to close 

at 7,211.6, while the FTSE 250 rose 1.3%, to end at 20,197.0.  

US Market Snapshot 
US markets closed on a stronger footing yesterday, lifted by gains in healthcare and banking 

sector stocks. UnitedHealth Group surged 8.2%, after its third quarter revenue and earnings 

topped analysts’ estimates and it raised its annual earnings guidance. NVIDIA jumped 5.3%, 

after a top broker raised its target price on the stock to $250.0 from $225.0. JPMorgan Chase 

advanced 3.0%, after the company reported stronger than expected revenue and profit for 

the third quarter. BlackRock rose 2.4%, after the asset management firm’s third quarter net 

income came in above market expectations. Johnson & Johnson gained 1.6%, after it posted 

higher than anticipated revenue and earnings in the third quarter and lifted its full year 

earnings outlook. Goldman Sachs Group added 0.3%. The investment bank’s third quarter 

earnings missed market expectations. The S&P 500 gained 1.0%, to settle at 2,995.7. The 

DJIA rose 0.9%, to settle at 27,024.8, while the NASDAQ added 1.2%, to close at 8,148.7.  

Europe Market Snapshot 
European markets finished higher yesterday, led by gains in banking and technology sector 

stocks. HelloFresh soared 15.1%, after the German firm raised its annual sales and earnings 

outlook, amid strong third quarter results. ASML Holding rose 3.0%, following reports that 

South Korean electronics giant, Samsung, has agreed to acquire high-end lithography 

machines from the company. Novozymes gained 2.0%, after announcing the resignation of 

its Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Peder Holk Nielsen. QSC added 1.3%, after the company 

reported a rise in its revenue for the third quarter. On the contrary, Wirecard plummeted 

12.9%, after reports emerged that the company fraudulently inflated sales and profits at its 

businesses in Dubai and Ireland. The FTSEurofirst 300 index gained 0.9%, to settle at 

1,543.7. The German DAX Xetra rose 1.1%, to settle at 12,629.8, while the French CAC-40 

added 1.0%, to close at 5,702.1.  

Asia Market Snapshot 
Markets in Asia are trading higher this morning, mirroring overnight gains on Wall Street. In 

Japan, Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group and Taiheiyo Cement have advanced 1.5% and 2.9%, 

respectively. Meanwhile, Nippon Suisan Kaisha and Sekisui House have fallen 1.9% and 

2.2%, respectively. In Hong Kong, MTR and Geely Automobile Holdings have risen 1.7% and 

1.8%, respectively. Meanwhile, Swire Pacific and PetroChina have declined 1.7% and 2.2%, 

respectively. In South Korea, E-World and LG Innotek have jumped 5.3% and 5.6%, 

respectively. Meanwhile, Daewoo Electronic Components and Feelux have dropped 4.1% 

and 4.6%, respectively. The Nikkei 225 index is trading 1.5% higher at 22,545.7. The Hang 

Seng index is trading 2.0% up at 26,633.8, while the Kospi index is trading 0.6% higher at 

2,080.8. 
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DJIA 27,024.8  0.9% 3.3% -0.7% 7.0%
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FTSE 100 7,211.6  -0.03% 1.0% -2.1% 2.6%

FTSE 250 20,197.0  1.3% 5.2% 0.0% 7.41%

DJSTOXX 50 3,237.4  0.8% 3.1% 0.9% 11.1%

FTSEurofirst 300 1,543.7  0.9% 3.6% 0.4% 9.3%

German DAX 30 12,629.8  1.1% 5.5% 1.3% 8.7%

France CAC 40 5,702.1  1.0% 4.5% 0.8% 11.9%
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UK 

Note: All Estimates are for Full Year 

Key Corporate Releases Today Click here to open an account 

Company Name Results Currency Estimated EPS Estimated Revenue (Mn)

ASOS Plc Final GBP 0.31                          2,718.58                                  

Tristel Plc Final GBP 0.10                          27.00                                        

Amryt Pharma Plc Interim GBP - -

Applied Graphene Materials Plc Final GBP - -

Plutus Powergen Plc Final GBP - -

Full Year Consensus
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Commodity, Currency and Bitcoin 

❑ At 0330GMT today, Brent crude oil one month futures contract is trading 0.32% or $0.19 higher at $58.93 per barrel, ahead of the 

Energy Information Administration’s weekly oil inventory data, scheduled to be released later today. Yesterday, the contract declined 

1.03% or $0.61, to settle at $58.74 per barrel, after downbeat economic data from China raised concerns surrounding global growth. 

❑ At 0330GMT today, Gold futures contract is trading 0.66% or $9.80 higher at $1487.40 per ounce. Yesterday, the contract declined 

0.95% or $14.10, to settle at $1477.60 per ounce, amid gains in the global equity markets. 

❑ At 0330GMT today, BTC is trading 0.1% higher against the 

USD at $8152.85. Yesterday, BTC declined 2.39% against 

the USD to close at $8144.32. In major news, US 

automobile giant, Ford Motors, stated that it will use 

blockchain to monitor and automatically implement fuel 

efficient driving modes for a fleet of vehicles in Germany. 

According to sources, the South Korean government is 

planning to put trade finance on the blockchain by 2021, 

with the foreign-exchange transactions set to be conducted 

using the technology within months. 

❑ At 0330GMT today, the EUR is trading marginally lower against the USD at $1.1031, ahead of the Euro-zone inflation data for 

September and trade balance data for August, due in a few hours. Additionally, investors await the US retail sales data for 

September, slated to be released later today. Yesterday, the EUR strengthened 0.05% versus the USD, to close at $1.1033, after 

the Euro-zone economic sentiment index declined less than expected in October. Likewise, the German economic sentiment index 

dropped less than anticipated in October. 

❑ At 0330GMT today, the GBP is trading 0.27% lower against the USD at $1.2753, ahead of the UK inflation data for September, due 

in a few hours. Yesterday, the GBP strengthened 1.42% versus the USD, to close at $1.2787, after the European Union's chief 

Brexit negotiator, Michel Barnier, stated that the Brexit deal was still possible this week. Meanwhile, the UK unemployment rate 

surprisingly rose in the June-August 2019 period. 
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To start trading Bitcoin Click Here 

Highly competitive and efficient international money transfers. Corporates sending multiple millions or private clients buying overseas properties, by using 

cutting edge technology we process your payments at very low rates and pass those savings on to you. 
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FTSE All Share Index- Performance 

UK Top Sector Performers 

UK Worst Sector Performers 

UK unemployment rate surprisingly advanced in the June-August 2019 period 

In the UK, the unemployment rate registered an unexpected rise to a level of 3.90% in the June-August 2019 period, compared to market 

expectations of a steady reading. The unemployment rate had registered a level of 3.80% in the May-July 2019 period. 

UK average earnings excluding bonus advanced more than expected in the June-August 2019 period 

In the UK, the average earnings excluding bonus recorded a rise of 3.80% on a YoY basis in the June-August 2019 period, more than 

market expectations for a rise of 3.70%. The average earnings excluding bonus had recorded a revised rise of 3.90% in the May-July 2019 

period. 

Euro-zone economic sentiment index dropped in October 

In the Euro-zone, the economic sentiment index eased to a level of -23.50 in October, compared to a reading of -22.40 in the prior month. 

Markets were anticipating the index to fall to a level of -33.00. 

German economic sentiment index fell in October 

In Germany, the economic sentiment index registered a drop to a level of -22.80 in October, compared to a level of -22.50 in the prior month. 

Market anticipation was for the index to fall to a level of -27.30. 

IMF slashes global GDP forecast for 2019 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF), in its latest World Economic Outlook, has lowered its outlook for the global gross domestic product 

(GDP) for 2019 to 3.0% from 3.2% in its previous forecast, mainly due to rising global trade conflicts. The IMF warned that the US-China 

trade war will cut the global economic growth to its slowest pace since the 2008 financial crisis. 

Key Economic News  

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Real Estate Investment Trusts 3178.84 102.91 3.3% 10.9% 14.2%

General Retailers 2274.97 61.87 2.8% 4.0% 1.5%

Electricity 7699.48 194.24 2.6% 8.3% 11.9%

Oil Equipment & Services 7889.88 194.19 2.5% -18.9% -46.6%

Food & Drug Retailers 4070.04 92.15 2.3% 1.2% 10.6%

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Industrial Metals 3705.84 -113.54 -3.0% -23.3% -26.6%

Electronic & Electrical Equipment 7382.53 -161.04 -2.1% -5.8% 24.8%

Beverages 25188.00 -452.78 -1.8% -1.9% 23.7%

Personal Goods 39036.54 -600.30 -1.5% -6.0% 12.8%

Pharmaceuticals & Biotechnology 16378.28 -239.82 -1.4% 1.4% 17.4%

Click here to open an account 
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The Times 

Investors expect to lose 50%: The 

hundreds of thousands of private investors 

who own Woodford Equity Income Fund 

units will receive the first winding-up 

payment before the end of January and can 

expect to receive additional payments, 

probably over several years. 

£10 million dividend for Home Bargains 

owners Tom and Joe Morris: The 

brothers behind Home Bargains received a 

multimillion-pound payout last year as the 

discount retailer pushed ahead with an 

ambitious plan to double the number of its 

stores. 

Slump in orders from overseas puts 

Renishaw profit in reverse: A leading 

British engineering company has reported a 

slump in profits and blamed weakening 

demand on the tough global economic 

environment. 

Prime Focus has its eye on London 

flotation for special effects studio 

DNEG: The Indian owner of one of 

London’s largest special effects studios is 

hoping that it will be second time lucky after 

unveiling plans for a £600 million stock 

market flotation. 

Rank investors shout ‘bingo’ after jump 

in revenues: Investors in the Rank Group 

were counting their winnings after the bingo 

and casino operator reported a 10% jump in 

like-for-like net gaming revenues in the 

three months to the end of September. 

Blackrock investors go for passive 

funds: Investors continued to withdraw 

money from Blackrock’s active funds and 

move it into passive funds in the third 

quarter, pushing down the company’s 

profits. 

Thoma Bravo bid for Sophos takes 

private equity-backed deals close to $40 

billion: The value of U.K. private equity-

backed deals has hit its highest level since 

the financial crisis after Thoma Bravo’s $3.8 

billion bid for Sophos Group. 

Next Boss Lord Wolfson of Aspley Guise 

cashes in £10 million of shares: Lord 

Wolfson of Aspley Guise has pocketed 

£10.1 million after cashing in a chunk of 

shares in Next. Taking advantage of the 

high street clothing and homeware retailer’s 

recent surge in value, its long-serving Boss 

sold 153,000 shares at £66.05 each after 

closing bell. 

The Independent 

Drivers to save £1,100 each after 

crackdown on car finance commissions: 

Drivers will save around £165 million a year 

under a crackdown on certain types of 

commission that give salesmen and brokers 

an incentive to overcharge customers. 

U.K. supermarkets selling 'sustainable' 

Scottish salmon linked to collapse of 

wild fish stocks: Shoppers buying farmed 

fish such as prawns and Scottish 

salmon labelled as sustainable in U.K. 

supermarkets may unwittingly be 

contributing to the collapse of fish stocks in 

Asia and Africa, a report has found. 

Financial Times 

Rio Tinto sees rebound in Western 

Australia iron ore production: Rio Tinto’s 

flagship iron ore business in Western 

Australia bounced back in the third quarter, 

reporting a 10% increase in production of 

the key steel-making ingredient. 

To Read More Click Here 

Russia’s Rosatom looks to buy 51% of 

Chile lithium mine: Russia’s state-run 

nuclear group Rosatom has signed a 

preliminary agreement to buy up to 51% of 

a Chilean lithium project in return for 

supplies of the mineral. 

To Read More Click Here 

Abu Dhabi sovereign fund sells stake in 

Medgaz gas pipeline: Naturgy, a Spanish 

utility, and Sonatrach, Algeria’s state-owned 

oil and gas company, have agreed to buy 

Abu Dhabi sovereign wealth fund 

Mubadala’s just over 42% stake in the 

Medgaz gas pipeline between Algeria and 

Spain. 

To Read More Click Here 

Seplat Petroleum to buy London-listed 

Eland Oil & Gas: Seplat Petroleum is to 

acquire London-listed Eland Oil & Gas for 

£382 million, the companies have agreed, 

in a bid to scale the business and grow in 

Nigeria. 

To Read More Click Here 

Ofgem proposes cutting Hinkley Point 

funding by £80 million: The U.K.’s energy 

regulator has proposed cutting funding by 

£80 million for the project that links the new 

Hinkley Point C nuclear reactor to the 

electricity grid after rejecting some of the 

National Grid’s requests for cash. 

To Read More Click Here 

Anglo American says copper mine will 

produce for 100 years: Anglo American’s 

$5 billion copper project in Peru has the 

Newspaper Summary 

Share Tips, Bids and Rumours 

• The Times (Tempus share tips): “AVOID” IWG; “BUY” Playtech. 

• The Daily Telegraph (Questor): Why did Woodford fail? Because he broke these two key investment principles. 

• Daily Mail: RBS considered trying to acquire trendy challenger bank Monzo in 2017 but was put off by the asking price, reports claim. 

• Financial Times: Russia’s state-run nuclear group Rosatom is close to buy a Chilean lithium project in return for supplies of the mineral. 

• Financial Times: Citigroup is planning to take full ownership of its securities business in China. 

• Daily Mail (Comment): IMF warns over U.S.-China trade dispute, Brexit unknowns and geopolitical tensions from Turkey to Iran and 

Hong Kong. 

• The Guardian (Comment): Thomas Cook bosses clearly had their heads buried in the sand. 

Click here to open an account 

https://www.ft.com/content/18109b42-efa6-11e9-ad1e-4367d8281195
https://www.ft.com/content/c9c91a68-ef55-11e9-bfa4-b25f11f42901
https://www.ft.com/content/c18eeba8-ef40-11e9-ad1e-4367d8281195
https://www.ft.com/content/89de27ce-ef21-11e9-bfa4-b25f11f42901
https://www.ft.com/content/e0c43a20-ef16-11e9-bfa4-b25f11f42901
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/business/iwg-a-flexible-friend-working-at-full-stretch-3vd73lcht
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/investing/funds/questor-did-woodford-fail-broke-two-key-investment-principles/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/saving/article-7575061/RBS-considered-takeover-Monzo-2017-reports-claim.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490&ito=1490
https://www.ft.com/content/c9c91a68-ef55-11e9-bfa4-b25f11f42901
https://www.ft.com/content/7bb6e27e-ef1e-11e9-ad1e-4367d8281195
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/money/comment/article-7576965/ALEX-BRUMMER-IMF-spreads-gloom-global-economics.html?ns_mchannel=rss&ns_campaign=1490&ito=1490
https://www.theguardian.com/business/nils-pratley-on-finance/2019/oct/15/thomas-cook-bosses-clearly-had-heads-buried-in-the-sand
https://www.guardianstockbrokers.com/start-trading-now


Daily Market Report 

6 www.guardianstockbrokers.com 

potential to be a “generational” asset with 

enough reserves to supply a century of 

production, according to the executive 

leading its development. 

To Read More Click Here 

Australia’s Latitude pulls IPO for second 

time: Australian non-bank lender Latitude 

Financial has pulled its initial public offering 

for a second time in what was set to be the 

country’s largest listing for 2019. 

To Read More Click Here 

MGM Resorts divests $5 billion in Las 

Vegas real estate: MGM Resorts has 

divested real estate assets worth $5 billion, 

striking two deals that will see iconic Las 

Vegas properties pass to the Blackstone 

Group and to Donald Trump’s business 

partner in the gambling capital. 

To Read More Click Here 

SoftBank hires restructuring bankers to 

revive WeWork: SoftBank, the biggest 

shareholder in WeWork, has hired 

restructuring bankers at Houlihan Lokey in 

an effort to revive the troubled property 

rental company, said people briefed about 

the matter. 

To Read More Click Here 

JPMorgan earnings leave Goldman in 

the shade: Record investment banking 

fees helped JPMorgan Chase retain its Wall 

Street crown on, while rival Goldman Sachs 

was knocked by a 27% drop in profits 

following losses on tech investments such 

as WeWork and Uber. 

To Read More Click Here 

Former Barclays Chiefs ‘scared to death’ 

of bailout prospect: The former Chief 

Executives of Barclays were “scared to 

death” at the prospect of a U.K. taxpayer 

bailout and “paranoid” about losing their 

jobs in 2008, as the bank sought a second 

emergency fundraising to secure its future, 

a court has heard. 

To Read More Click Here 

Low rates and legal costs weigh on 

Wells Fargo earnings: Wells Fargo 

reported the latest in a string of low-growth 

quarters, as the bank prepares to welcome 

a new CEO later this month after a 

protracted search. 

To Read More Click Here 

Card business a highlight in otherwise 

sluggish quarter at Citi: Revenue growth 

remains scarce at Citigroup, but a strong 

third quarter performance in its credit-card 

business, and resilience in its investment 

banking operation, kept the bank’s financial 

targets within reach. 

To Read More Click Here 

Goldman Sachs’ third-quarter earnings 

miss expectations: Goldman Sachs 

suffered a worse-than-expected 27% fall in 

net income during the third quarter, with 

trading emerging as the one bright spot in 

the bank’s four core divisions*. 

To Read More Click Here 

JPMorgan’s profits grow as rival banks 

struggle: JPMorgan Chase retained its 

crown as Wall Street’s darling in the third 

quarter, defying the gloom around its role in 

troubled listings such as WeWork to report 

increased profits as rivals struggled. 

To Read More Click Here 

Citi plans to take full ownership of 

Chinese securities unit: Citigroup is 

pushing to be the first foreign bank to take 

full ownership of its securities business in 

China, as the U.S. lender tries to leapfrog 

rivals and take advantage of an easing of 

rules from Beijing. 

To Read More Click Here 

BlackRock assets near $7 trillion as 

clients add money: BlackRock achieved a 

record profit margin last quarter, as lower 

costs and new client money swelled assets 

at the world’s largest fund manager to 

almost $7 trillion. 

To Read More Click Here 

J&J boosts outlook despite uncertainty 

over legal costs: Johnson & Johnson 

raised forecasts for the full year on the back 

of better than expected third-quarter results, 

while warning that uncertainty remains 

around legal costs. 

To Read More Click Here 

Indivior shares rise as it boosts 

guidance for a second time: London-

listed drugmaker Indivior has raised its 

guidance for this year’s earnings for a 

second time following the strong 

performance of a drug used to treat opioid 

addiction, sending shares 10% higher in 

early trading. 

To Read More Click Here 

United boosts profit outlook again amid 

robust travel demand: United Airlines 

raised its full-year earnings forecast thanks 

to robust travel demand, further easing 

concerns over the financial impact of the 

Boeing 737 Max’s grounding. 

To Read More Click Here 

Royal Mail union votes to strike in run-

up to Christmas: Royal Mail is facing the 

threat of national strikes in the run-up to 

Christmas after postal workers 

overwhelmingly backed industrial action in 

a dispute over conditions, job security and 

alleged bullying.  

To Read More Click Here 

Vesuvius and Renishaw slump amid 

global production chill: Shares in two 

FTSE 250 manufacturers plunged after they 

reported a squeeze on profits, highlighting 

the chill sweeping through global production 

as economic growth stutters. 

To Read More Click Here 

Harley-Davidson’s first electric 

motorcycle hits production snag: Harley-

Davidson halted production of its first 

electric motorcycle after finding a glitch, 

hitting pause on a model that the iconic 

American brand hopes will spark sales 

growth in its home market. 

To Read More Click Here 

Telegraph owner blames ‘structural 

decline’ as profits drop: The owner of The 

Telegraph has suffered another blow, 

blaming ‘structural decline’ as profits before 

tax fell 94% to £900,000. 

To Read More Click Here 

Home Bargains delivers bigger profit 

than Harrods: Home Bargains’ sales 

exceeded £2.5 billion for the first time as 

the rapidly expanding discounter opened 

another 26 stores and reiterated its target of 

operating up to 1,000 outlets. 

To Read More Click Here 

Thomas Cook Chief says lack of 

government support led to collapse: 

Thomas Cook’s Chief Executive said the 

failure of the U.K. government to back a last

Click here to open an account 
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-ditch rescue deal led to the travel 

company’s collapse as he described having 

no contact with ministers in the days 

leading up to its liquidation. 

To Read More Click Here 

Marston’s shares take knock after 

warning on profit: U.K. pub and brewing 

group Marston’s said it expected a fall in 

profit this year as it took a hit from lower 

food sales, sending its share price sharply 

down. 

To Read More Click Here 

Northern business leaders warn against 

HS2 rail cuts: Political and business 

leaders across northern England have 

warned ministers against cuts to the High 

Speed 2 rail line, saying they would be 

“hugely damaging”. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lex:  

U.S. banks: plastic power: Credit quality 

remains strong, economic indicators are 

steady and debt is cheap. 

To Read More Click Here 

Hays/Brexit: hire purchase: Unpredictable 

U.K. politics will produce new buying 

opportunities. 

To Read More Click Here 

Danish biotech: white coat catalyst: New 

Novozymes Chief will need fresher ideas to 

achieve success 

To Read More Click Here 

Lombard: 

Should Woodford repay his £8 million 

fees on shut down fund?: “Disgrace” has 

been a much-used word since Neil 

Woodford’s flagship fund was suspended 

— trapping £3 billion of investors’ money, 

while charging them all £65,000 a day. It 

was heard again on Tuesday, when the 

former stockpicking star was sacked as the 

fund’s manager, and his name stripped 

from its title, ahead of its liquidation. But it 

was not meant as a description of what he 

must be feeling, more a verdict on his 

behaviour over those fees. 

To Read More Click Here 

 

 

The Daily Telegraph 

Neil Woodford to close investment firm 

after grim day for once-star fund 

manager: Neil Woodford has announced 

the “highly painful” decision to close his 

investment firm, following a disastrous 

day for the once-star fund manager.  

Northern Ireland faces raw milk flood 

under no deal Brexit: Northern Ireland 

risks being swamped by thousands of litres 

of raw milk after a no-deal Brexit, farmers 

have claimed. 

Brits console themselves with a pint as 

demand for dining out dwindles, 

Marston's Boss says: Pub titan Marston’s 

has warned that Britons are settling for a 

pint instead of splashing cash on eating out. 

Primark warns shoppers not to buy its 

wares on Amazon: Primark urged 

shoppers to avoid buying its wares on 

Amazon after it emerged that some of its 

Harry Potter and Disney themed products 

are being sold for ramped-up prices.  

Aldi and Lidl win extra £1 billion of sales 

from rivals: Aldi and Lidl have raked in an 

additional £1 billion in sales over the past 

year as more shoppers desert rival 

supermarkets.  

National Grid hits back at Ofgem plans 

to cut Hinkley funding by £80 million: 

National Grid has vowed to 

challenge regulators after funding was 

slashed for a scheme linking up the Hinkley 

Point C nuclear power station. 

Barnardo's says charity shops are 

saving the high street, not hurting it: 

Think about the usual fare on offer from 

Britain's armada of charity shops, and an 

£800 designer suit does not immediately 

come to mind. 

Carney defends Facebook's Libra in call 

for digital payments revolution: Mark 

Carney has leapt to the defence of 

Facebook’s digital currency as he warned 

that the U.K.’s “slow and expensive” 

payments system is “not good enough in 

this day and age”. 

IMF fires warning on trade war as 

manufacturing pain hits global growth: 

The International Monetary Fund blamed 

bitter trade tensions and a manufacturing 

slump for a global downturn as it slashed 

growth forecasts to the lowest level since 

the financial crisis.  

Google reveals motion-sensing Pixel 4 

phone as it challenges Apple on price: 

Google has unveiled a new smartphone 

that can be controlled by moving hands in 

mid-air as the search giant presents its 

latest alternative to Apple’s iPhone. 

Fortnite has hooked a generation, but 

how long can the craze last?: Finally, 

‘The End’ is over. Gaming phenomenon 

Fortnite’s self-imposed blackout has given 

way to Fortnite: Chapter 2, a revitalised 

version of Epic’s industry-shaking 

behemoth that gives its players a whole 

new island to play around in, boats to sail 

and pogo sticks to bounce. 

RBS sought Monzo takeover before 

deciding to launch standalone rival: The 

bailed-out Royal Bank of Scotland was 

forced to develop its own digital bank after 

the failure of an audacious attempt to 

buy online lender Monzo, the Daily 

Telegraph can reveal. 

John Lewis reveals spike in sales of eco

-friendly cutlery, straws and water 

bottles... while mantel clocks are on 

their way out: Middle class consumers are 

heeding warnings over plastic pollution with 

a significant spike in sales of eco-friendly 

reusable cutlery, straws and water bottles, 

John Lewis has revealed. 

Daily Mail 

Watchdog under scrutiny for not having 

intervened in the Woodford savings 

scandal: Neil Woodford was sacked from 

running his flagship Equity Income fund. 

Industry figures question why the Financial 

Conduct Authority did not act sooner to 

protect investors. 

Recruiter Hays manages to keep its fees 

stable as it battles an industry 

downturn: Chief Executive Alistair Cox 

said a global portfolio kept its head above 

water, with record fees in the U.S. -up 12% 

- and China - up 7% - despite a trade war 

between the two. 

A third of U.K. automotive firms are 

laying off staff ahead of Brexit, industry 

survey claims: The SMMT said one in 

three U.K. motor firms are laying off staff 

with Brexit creeping closer, up from one in 
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eight when it last surveyed the industry a 

year ago. 

Award-winning visual effects company 

behind Blade Runner sequel and 

Chernobyl series DNEG eyes London 

stock market listing: The London-based 

company plans to raise £150 million, which 

it wants to use to fund growth and pay 

down existing debts. 

Bellway profits keep rising but 

housebuilder warns of a tightening 

squeeze as price growth slows and it 

looks beyond London: Housebuilder 

Bellway has posted another rise in annual 

profits but warned that a slowdown in house 

price growth and higher building costs will 

squeeze margins further. 

The Scottish Herald 

First look: The Hills at Whitecraigs £60 

million luxury retirement village start-

date set: Construction of a luxury £60 

million retirement village south of Glasgow, 

named The Hills at Whitecraigs, will begin 

in the first quarter of next year, after 

developer Scotsbridge Holdings received 

full planning consent. 

First look: New Glasgow venue unveiled 

by Scotch Malt Whisky Society: The 

Scotch Malt Whisky Society has announced 

plans for a new members’ room in 

Glasgow, set to open at the end of January 

2020. 

Aberdeen oil firm to be acquired for £382 

million by Nigerian rival: Aberdeen-based 

Eland Oil & Gas is set to be acquired for 

£382 million by Nigerian oil firm Seplat. 

Record profits as Glasgow plant-hire 

firm GAP Group marks half-century: 

Glasgow-based plant, tool and equipment-

hire company GAP Group, which is 

celebrating a half-century in business this 

year, has posted record annual profits and 

turnover as it reaps the rewards of 

diversification. 

Heifers peak at £1,280 at Newton 

Stewart: Messrs Craig Wilson Ltd sold 

2304 cattle at Newton Stewart at their 

annual calf sales. The better weather 

conditions this past Spring and Summer 

was shown in the Spring and Autumn 

calves this year with the cattle weighing 

heavier. 

John Menzies bolsters board after falling 

into red: John Menzies has appointed a 

veteran of the aviation services industry as 

its new Chief Financial Officer after 

suffering setbacks since deciding to focus 

on the sector. 

Scottish aquaculture reigns supreme 

with the king of fish: Walk into the control 

room of the feed barge on a Scottish 

salmon farm and what will greet you is 

more space race than farming. 

Fears revealed for food supply as 

Chinese fishmeal industry booms: 

The fish-processing sheds lie between the 

seemingly endless sandy beaches of 

Gambia’s Atlantic coast and the lagoons 

behind them. 

The Scotsman 

Top Scottish dealmaker joins forces with 

U.K. advisory firm: Hall Morrice Corporate 

Finance, one of Scotland’s most active mid-

market dealmakers, has joined forces with 

U.K. advisory firm Dow Schofield Watts as 

part of “strategic growth plans”. 

Plans to re-open a former Thomas Cook 

store in Fife as another re-launches: 

There are plans to re-open the former 

Thomas Cook shop in Kirkcaldy - as soon 

as staff are in place. 

Takeover swoops for Scottish stock 

market-listed firms Eland and 

Murgitroyd: Two Scottish companies look 

set to disappear from the stock market after 

separate takeover swoops. 

Tech Boss Gorol invests in new 

tendering tech firm TriSaas: A Scottish 

hotelier turned technology entrepreneur has 

injected a large six-figure sum into a new 

company that aims to revolutionise the 

complex process of tendering with the 

launch of a “cutting-edge” cloud-based 

platform. 
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CFD and Spread betting Risk Warning 
All trading involves risk. Spread bets and CFDs are complex instruments and come with a high risk of losing money rapidly due to leverage. 76% of retail 
investor accounts lose money when trading spread bets and CFDs with this provider. You should consider whether you understand how spread bets 
and CFDs work, and whether you can afford to take the high risk of losing your money. Professional clients can lose more than they deposit.  
 
Shares Risk Warning  
The value of stocks and shares, and the income from them, can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the full amount you originally invested. Past 
performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
  
If you are unsure about dealing in shares and other equity investments, you should contact your financial adviser as these types of investments 
may not be suitable for everyone. 
  
Disclaimer 
Any research has been produced by an independent third party provider. Further details can be provided on request.  
Any report has been prepared using information available from public sources, which are believed to be reliable as at the date of this report. However, 
Guardian Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider make no representation as to the accuracy or completeness of this report. This 
report should therefore not be relied on as accurate or complete. The facts and opinions on this report are subject to change without notice. Guardian 
Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider have no obligation to modify or update this report in the event that any information on this 
report becomes inaccurate. 
  
Any report is prepared for informational purpose only, with no recommendation or solicitation to buy or to sell. The background of any individual or other 
investor has not been considered in providing this report. Individuals and other investors should seek independent financial advice which considers their 
specific risks, objectives and specific constraints, and make their own informed decisions. Individuals and other investors should note that investing in shares 
carries a degree of risk and the value of investments can go up or down. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. Investments 
should be made with regard to an investor’s total portfolio. Guardian Stockbrokers, its independent third party provider and its employees make no 
representation or guarantee with regard to any investment noted on this report, and shall therefore not be liable with regard to any loss.  
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