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UK Market Snapshot 

UK markets finished higher yesterday, led by gains in consumer discretionary and mining 

sector stocks. NMC Health skyrocketed 36.8%, after the company announced its plans to 

launch an independent third-party review of its books. Derwent London climbed 1.0%, 

following an agreement to sell its office and retail building in central London to Deka 

Immobilien for £121.3 million. Anglo American gained 0.5%, after the miner secured the final 

operating license at its Minas-Rio tailings facility in Brazil. On the flipside, Nichols plunged 

10.0%, after the company forecasted annual profit to fall short of market expectations, amid 

imposition of a new sugar tax in Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. AstraZeneca 

lost 0.8%. The drugmaker received an approval from the US Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) for its breast cancer drug, Enhertu. The FTSE 100 advanced 0.5%, to close at 7,623.6, 

while the FTSE 250 rose 0.8%, to end at 21,843.4.  

US Market Snapshot 
US markets closed in the green yesterday, buoyed by comments from the US President 

Donald Trump that an initial trade deal between the US and China will be signed soon. 

Cincinnati Bell rallied 35.4%, after the communication systems provider agreed to be bought 

by Canadian infrastructure firm, Brookfield Infrastructure, in a deal worth $2.6 billion. Boeing 

advanced 2.9%, after the company expelled its Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Dennis 

Muilenburg, with immediate effect. 3M gained 1.8%, following a rating upgrade on the stock 

to ‘Neutral’ from ‘Underweight’. Apple rose 1.6%, after a top broker raised its target price on 

the stock to $350.0 from $325.0. On the contrary, Aurora Cannabis plunged 10.7%, after the 

company announced the departure of its Chief Commercial Officer, Cam Battley. The S&P 

500 gained 0.1%, to settle at 3,224.0. The DJIA rose 0.3%, to settle at 28,551.5, while the 

NASDAQ added 0.2%, to close at 8,945.6.  

Europe Market Snapshot 
European markets finished mostly lower yesterday, weighed down by losses in automobile 

and banking sector stocks. Automakers, Daimler, Volkswagen and BMW fell 0.5%, 0.7% and 

2.0%, respectively. Sanofi dropped 0.2%, after the company announced that it has initiated a 

tender offer to buy clinical-stage biotechnology firm, Synthorx, down 0.2% for $68.0 per share 

in cash. On the flipside, TOTAL gained 0.6%, after the French oil giant revealed a joint 

venture with US-based energy firm, Apache, up 17.3%, to develop offshore wells in 

Suriname. Roche Holding added 0.6%, after the drugmaker signed a $1.2 billion licensing 

deal to obtain the commercial rights to Sarepta Therapeutics’ investigational gene therapy for 

Duchenne muscular dystrophy, outside the US. The FTSEurofirst 300 index slipped 0.1%, to 

settle at 1,634.0. The German DAX Xetra fell 0.1%, to settle at 13,301.0, while the French 

CAC-40 added 0.1%, to close at 6,029.4.  

Asia Market Snapshot 
Markets in Asia are trading lower this morning. Markets in Hong Kong have closed early 

today on account of Christmas Eve. In Japan, Suzuki Motor, Nippon Express and Toho Zinc 

have declined 1.6%, 1.7% and 2.0%, respectively. Meanwhile, Recruit Holdings, Advantest 

and Taiyo Yuden have gained 1.4%, 1.5% and 2.4%, respectively. In Hong Kong, Want Want 

China Holdings and China Mengniu Dairy dropped 1.2% and 1.7%, respectively. Meanwhile, 

casino stocks, Sands China and SJM Holdings rose 1.1% and 1.2%, respectively. In South 

Korea, SK Hynix, Kakao, LG Display have declined 0.3%, 1.4% and 1.6%, respectively. 

Meanwhile, Korea Zinc, Amorepacific and Kangwon Land have risen 0.2%, 0.3% and 0.8%, 

respectively. The Nikkei 225 index is trading marginally lower at 23,811.7. The Hang Seng 

index fell 0.2% at 27,864.2, while the Kospi index is trading 0.5% lower at 2,193.4. 
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UK 

Note: All Estimates are for Full Year 

Key Corporate Releases Today Click here to open an account 

Company Name Results Currency Estimated EPS Estimated Revenue (Mn)

Carpetright Plc Interim GBP - 377.00                                     

Carclo Plc Interim GBP - -

Alpha Growth Plc Final GBP - -

Toople Plc Final GBP - -

Full Year Consensus
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Commodity, Currency and Bitcoin 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Brent crude oil one month futures contract is trading 0.06% or $0.04 higher at $66.43 per barrel. Yesterday, the 

contract climbed 0.38% or $0.25, to settle at $66.39 per barrel, after Kuwait’s oil Minister, Khaled Al-Fadel, indicated that a 

longstanding dispute over the neutral zone on its border with Saudi Arabia will be resolved by the end of this year. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Gold futures contract is trading 0.69% or $10.30 higher at $1492.80 per ounce. Yesterday, the contract climbed 

0.53% or $7.80, to settle at $1482.50 per ounce, as a weaker greenback amid downbeat US economic releases attracted investors 

towards the safe-haven asset.  

❑ At 0430GMT today, BTC is trading 0.18% lower against the 

USD at $7306.36. Yesterday, BTC advanced 1.68% against 

the USD to close at $7319.77. In a key development, Thomson 

Reuters has entered into a collaboration with cryptocurrency 

accounting and reporting specialist, Verady, to develop a new 

cryptocurrency tax tool. In another development, US-based 

cryptocurrency brokerage, BitOoda has raised $7.0 million in 

seed funding from major investors including former senior 

investment executives at JPMorgan. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the EUR is trading marginally higher against the USD at $1.1089.  Investors await the US Richmond Fed 

manufacturing index data for December, slated to be released later today. Yesterday, the EUR strengthened 0.09% versus the USD, 

to close at $1.1089. In economic news, the US durable goods orders surprisingly dropped in November, whereas the new home sales 

advanced in the same month. Meanwhile, the US Chicago Fed national activity index rose in December. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the GBP is trading 0.05% higher against the USD at $1.2943. Yesterday, the GBP weakened 0.48% versus the 

USD, to close at $1.2936, amid rising concerns over no-deal Brexit. 
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To start trading Bitcoin Click Here 

Highly competitive and efficient international money transfers. Corporates sending multiple millions or private clients buying overseas properties, by using 

cutting edge technology we process your payments at very low rates and pass those savings on to you. 

Partners  

with 

Can Currencyflo cut your cost? Call 020 3963 4960 or for more information www.currencyflo.com  

Corporate Open Account Private Open Account 

Click here to open an account 

http://trading.guardianstockbrokers.com/l/124122/2017-09-20/3fb2ll
http://www.currencyflo.com/
https://currencyflo.paydirect.io/registrations/corporates
https://currencyflo.paydirect.io/registrations/individuals
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FTSE All Share Index- Performance 

UK Top Sector Performers 

UK Worst Sector Performers 

US durable goods orders surprisingly dropped in November 

In the US, the flash durable goods orders unexpectedly fell 2.00% on MoM basis in November. Durable goods orders had advanced 0.50% 

in the prior month. 

US Chicago Fed national activity index climbed in December 

In the US, the Chicago Fed national activity index climbed to a level of 0.56 in December, compared to market expectations of an advance to 

a level of -0.09. In the previous month, the index had registered a revised to a level of -0.76. 

US new home sales rose in November 

In the US, new home sales rose to a level of 719.00 K on a MoM basis in November, compared to a revised level of 710.00 K in the prior 

month. Market expectation was for new home sales to rise to a level of 728.00 K. 

Canadian GDP rose in October 

In Canada, the gross domestic product (GDP) rose 1.20% on a YoY basis in October. The GDP had advanced by a revised 1.50% in the 

prior month. 

BoJ Minutes: Policymakers consider further easing of monetary policy 

Minutes of the Bank of Japan’s (BoJ) latest monetary policy meeting indicated that the board members believed the central bank must work 

carefully with the government in dealing with the next economic downturn. Further, policymakers kept its policy steady but gave the strongest 

signal that it may cut interest rates in the near future, emphasizing its concern that overseas risks could derail a fragile economic recovery. 

Key Economic News  

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Health Care Equipment & Services 8423.74 252.14 3.1% 4.6% 23.7%

Oil Equipment & Services 8280.44 213.17 2.6% 4.4% -19.1%

Personal Goods 38755.31 591.61 1.6% -0.1% 8.5%

Real Estate Investment Trusts 3301.26 43.19 1.3% 4.9% 23.7%

Beverages 25567.24 309.51 1.2% 3.1% 13.7%

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Automobiles & Parts 5242.49 -62.53 -1.2% 11.7% -18.9%

Fixed Line Telecommunications 2386.33 -23.74 -1.0% 6.8% -17.2%

Pharmaceuticals & Biotechnology 18168.41 -61.94 -0.3% 5.2% 25.2%

Mobile Telecommunications 3415.22 -6.02 -0.2% -3.4% -1.7%

Industrial Transportation 2468.26 -3.66 -0.1% 7.6% 13.3%

Click here to open an account 
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The Times 

Tik Tok’s Chinese owner Byte Dance 

considers London move: The Chinese 

owners of the Tik Tok video app are 

considering setting up a global 

headquarters in London, Dublin or 

Singapore. 

NMC launches independent review of 

Muddy Waters allegations: The FTSE 100 

healthcare company laid low by a short-

selling attack has staged a partial recovery 

after agreeing to launch an independent 

review. 

Vimto maker Nichols warns Saudi Arabia 

and UAE sugar taxes will hit profits: The 

owner of Vimto has warned that profits next 

year could be far lower than expected as 

sales are hit by sugar taxes in Saudi Arabia 

and the United Arab Emirates. 

Lloyd’s of London whistleblowing 

hotline was cut off: Heads at Lloyd’s of 

London have been left embarrassed after it 

emerged that the whistleblowing hotline 

used by the insurance market’s staff to 

anonymously report fraud and other 

misconduct went down for 16 months. 

Anglo American wins licence for mining-

waste dam in Brazil: Anglo American has 

received a crucial permit to carry on adding 

mining waste to a storage facility in Brazil, 

preventing the shutdown of one of its 

biggest mines. 

China cuts tariffs in bid to bolster 

economy: Beijing will cut tariffs on 

hundreds of products from avocados to 

technological components next week as 

officials seek to bolster its slowing economy 

amid signs of an improved trading 

relationship with the United States. 

The Independent 

Defence giant Cobham's new U.S. 

owners lay out legally binding promises 

to stay in U.K.: The new American owners 

of U.K. defence giant Cobham vowed to 

keep jobs and investment in Britain to 

obtain government approval for the 

controversial £4 billion takeover. 

Soaring U.K. property prices are due to 

low interest rates, not lack of housing 

supply, Bank of England finds: Soaring 

house prices over the past four decades 

have been caused largely by low interest 

rates, not by a lack of supply of homes, 

research by the Bank of England has found. 

Financial Times 

Philippines seeks to relaunch nuclear 

power ambitions: The Philippines plans to 

revive its long-discontinued nuclear energy 

programme to combat the threat of a future 

power supply crunch — a prospect likely to 

raise safety concerns in a country prone to 

typhoons and earthquakes. 

To Read More Click Here 

Endeavour gains extension to secure 

Centamin deal: Endeavour Mining has 

been given an extra two weeks to work on a 

possible takeover of rival gold producer 

Centamin. 

To Read More Click Here 

SoftBank-backed Nemaska Lithium files 

for bankruptcy protection: Nemaska 

Lithium, a Canadian lithium producer 

backed by SoftBank, has filed for 

bankruptcy protection as it scrambles to 

raise emergency funding to keep its 

flagship project alive. 

To Read More Click Here 

Buffett puts protégé in charge at car 

insurer Geico: Warren Buffett’s investment 

protégé Todd Combs was named as Chief 

Executive of Geico, the U.S. car insurance 

company which is one of the most 

important businesses inside Mr Buffett’s 

conglomerate Berkshire Hathaway. 

To Read More Click Here 

Credit Suisse admits to second case of 

spying: Credit Suisse has admitted to 

spying on a second top executive, reigniting 

a scandal over the bank’s actions just as it 

had begun to emerge from initial allegations 

of snooping. 

To Read More Click Here 

Metro Bank brings in audit expert as 

another founding director leaves: Metro 

Bank has appointed an audit expert to its 

board and announced the departure of one 

of its founding directors, in the latest moves 

to overhaul its leadership after a year of 

turmoil. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lloyd’s lapse draws tighter scrutiny of 

whistleblower systems: Lloyd’s of London 

has been placed under enhanced scrutiny 

by the Bank of England after the insurance 

market discovered it had failed to maintain 

its whistleblowing systems. 

To Read More Click Here 

Cenkos shares leap after founder takes 

fresh stake: Andy Stewart, the founder of 

two of the City’s highest profile independent 

brokerages, Collins Stewart and Cenkos 

Securities, has taken a fresh stake in 

Cenkos nine years after he left the broker. 

To Read More Click Here 

EY deals partners accused of bullying 

and discrimination: EY whistleblowers 

have complained of discrimination and 

inappropriate conduct after a senior 

transgender employee left the accounting 

giant over bullying and a partner was fined 

for making a sexually offensive remark to a 

junior woman. 

To Read More Click Here 

Calhoun gives Boeing a fresh face, but 

not that fresh: It is almost 15 years since 

David Calhoun was first considered for the 

role of Boeing’s Chief Executive Officer. He 

was running General Electric’s biggest 

Newspaper Summary 

Share Tips, Bids and Rumours 

• Financial Times: DraftKings, the U.S. fantasy sports betting group, is set to go public in a three-way merger that values the combined 

business at $3.3 billion. 

• Financial Times: Andy Stewart, the founder of two of the City’s highest profile independent brokerages, Collins Stewart and Cenkos 

Securities, has taken a fresh stake in Cenkos nine years after he left the broker. 

Click here to open an account 
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division at the time, an infrastructure unit 

with sales of $47 billion, and was up against 

another veteran of the Jack Welch-era in 

which GE’s status as a model for the rest of 

U.S. industry was rarely questioned.  

To Read More Click Here 

Boeing Chief Muilenburg out after 737 

Max failure: Boeing has replaced Dennis 

Muilenburg as its Chief Executive after he 

repeatedly failed to gain control of the crisis 

that followed the fatal crashes of two of its 

737 Max jets. 

To Read More Click Here 

BMW faces U.S. investigation into sales 

figures: BMW is being investigated by the 

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 

over its sales reporting practices, adding to 

a list of legal headaches faced by the 

Munich-based company. 

To Read More Click Here 

Rolls-Royce cuts apprentice and 

graduate schemes by almost 30%: Rolls-

Royce is slashing next year’s intake of 

apprentices and graduate trainees by 

almost 30%, scaling back its early careers 

programme as it falls behind on a target to 

cut 4,600 jobs by mid-2020. 

To Read More Click Here 

DraftKings to go public with $3.3 billion 

valuation through merger: DraftKings, the 

U.S. fantasy sports betting group, is set to 

go public in a three-way merger that values 

the combined business at $3.3 billion. 

To Read More Click Here 

Brewer Kirin reviews Myanmar 

operations because of military ties: Kirin 

is to review its operations in Myanmar after 

the Japanese brewer’s partnership with a 

military-linked business drew fierce criticism 

from human rights groups, highlighting the 

growing reputational risks faced by 

multinationals doing business in the south-

east Asian country. 

To Read More Click Here 

Hg to regain control of software 

company Personal & Informatik: Private 

equity group Hg has agreed to buy a 

majority stake in Personal & Informatik, in 

an acquisition that values the German 

software business at €2 billion and is the 

latest in a series of so-called “pass the 

parcel” deals between buyout groups. 

To Read More Click Here 

Ryanair fails to block former executive’s 

move to easyJet: Ryanair has failed in an 

attempt to prevent easyJet from hiring its 

former Chief Operating Officer, after a 

Dublin judge refused to block the 

appointment. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lex:  

Aston Martin: fender bender: 2019 hits 

and misses: we hoped rising sales would 

bail Aston out — cynics read the road 

better. 

To Read More Click Here 

China banks: still standing: 2019 hits and 

misses: ‘big five’ ended year on a roll 

despite trade war and economic slowdown. 

To Read More Click Here 

Sirius Minerals: eclipsed: 2019 hits and 

misses: some floats are accidents waiting 

to happen, whatever the shiny promises. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lombard: 

Corporate Scrooges shown spectral 

vision of purpose over profit: This is a 

timeless tale for now and every Christmas, 

about a lonely man — tight-fisted, 

wrenching, grasping — who has let his 

heart grow flinty, hard and bitter. Scrooge 

cared only about his company. No warmth 

could warm, nor wintry weather chill him. 

Milton Friedman was his guide. 

A company’s purpose was to increase 

profits, he believed. And he loved only 

money.  

To Read More Click Here 

The Daily Telegraph 

Queen’s favourite Barbour bucks high 

street gloom with sales jump: Barbour, 

the outdoors clothing supplier to the Queen, 

brushed off a downturn on the high street to 

post a 11% jump in sales last year. 

Daily Mail 

Bailey tussles with Google over scam 

ads: New Bank of England Governor 

calls for crackdown to protect savers: 

The incoming Governor of the Bank of 

England has heaped pressure on Google to 

crack down on investment scams which are 

marketed online. 

Credit Suisse spy scandal: Bank admits 

HR Chief was put 'under observation' 

after he was demoted from the board: A 

scandal rocking the staid world of Swiss 

banking has taken a new twist after Credit 

Suisse admitted a second individual had 

been spied on. 

Cobham's private equity suitor promises 

to keep HQ in Britain and pump money 

into research as it tries to ease fears 

over defence firm's future: Cobham has 

revealed a series of promises made by its 

private equity suitor that led to the 

Government waiving through its £4 billion 

takeover. 

Board bust-up at Aviva over Chief 

Executive's decision not to split firm: A 

boardroom bust-up has broken out at Aviva 

after its Chief Executive backtracked on a 

plan to split the insurer into two. 

The Scottish Herald 

Scotland leads sustainable space 

commerce revolution: Scotland is 

spearheading a sustainable space 

revolution as global commercial ventures 

are in position to overtake government 

space agencies for the first time in the race 

towards new boundaries. 

Eden Mill hikes profits and unveils 

ambition to build carbon-neutral 

distillery: Eden Mill, the St Andrews-based 

brewer and distiller, has reported a bumper 

rise in revenue, powered by growing gin 

sales and the expansion of its product 

portfolio. 

Intu sells Spanish shopping centre for 

€475 million: Intu Properties has sold 

Spain's largest shopping centre for €475.3 

million (£405 million) to a Spanish 

investment group as heads continue to 

shore up the company's balance sheet. 

The Scotsman 

Entrepreneur scheme firms raise £7 

million and create 50 jobs: The 

businesses participating in entrepreneurial 

development programme Unlocking 

Ambition have raised £6.5 million since its 

launch, new figures have revealed. 

Click here to open an account 
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New names help Livingston's The Centre 

bag highest footfall in four decades: One 

of Scotland’s largest shopping centres is 

celebrating the highest footfall figures since 

it opened more than four decades ago. 

Yetholm shop buyout bid receives 

£11,000 boost: Villagers hoping to 

organise a community takeover of 

Yetholm’s general store have been given 

an £11,000 boost. 

Joiner hoping to turn old Hawick hotel 

garage into workshop: Plans are being 

drawn up to turn part of a former Hawick 

hotel into a joinery workshop. 

Tech start-up Crover competes for $1 

million in global Chivas event: An 

Edinburgh agritech start-up will compete for 

a share of a seven-figure prize after winning 

the Scottish final of the Chivas Venture. 

Edinburgh security director scoops 

national prize for ‘inspiring’ work at 

social enterprise: An Edinburgh-based 

operations director has been named one of 

the country’s most inspiring 

businesswomen. 

Click here to open an account 

CFD and Spread betting Risk Warning 
All trading involves risk. Spread bets and CFDs are complex instruments and come with a high risk of losing money rapidly due to leverage. 76% of retail 
investor accounts lose money when trading spread bets and CFDs with this provider. You should consider whether you understand how spread bets 
and CFDs work, and whether you can afford to take the high risk of losing your money. Professional clients can lose more than they deposit.  
 
Shares Risk Warning  
The value of stocks and shares, and the income from them, can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the full amount you originally invested. Past 
performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
  
If you are unsure about dealing in shares and other equity investments, you should contact your financial adviser as these types of investments 
may not be suitable for everyone. 
  
Disclaimer 
Any research has been produced by an independent third party provider. Further details can be provided on request.  
Any report has been prepared using information available from public sources, which are believed to be reliable as at the date of this report. However, 
Guardian Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider make no representation as to the accuracy or completeness of this report. This 
report should therefore not be relied on as accurate or complete. The facts and opinions on this report are subject to change without notice. Guardian 
Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider have no obligation to modify or update this report in the event that any information on this 
report becomes inaccurate. 
  
Any report is prepared for informational purpose only, with no recommendation or solicitation to buy or to sell. The background of any individual or other 
investor has not been considered in providing this report. Individuals and other investors should seek independent financial advice which considers their 
specific risks, objectives and specific constraints, and make their own informed decisions. Individuals and other investors should note that investing in shares 
carries a degree of risk and the value of investments can go up or down. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. Investments 
should be made with regard to an investor’s total portfolio. Guardian Stockbrokers, its independent third party provider and its employees make no 
representation or guarantee with regard to any investment noted on this report, and shall therefore not be liable with regard to any loss.  
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