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UK Market Snapshot 
UK markets finished higher yesterday, led by gains in financial and mining sector stocks. 

Tasty rallied 41.0%, after the company forecasted its fourth quarter sales to be in line with 

estimates and announced a deal to sell its Dim T More London restaurant for £2.0 million. IP 

Group advanced 5.6%, after its portfolio company, Oxford Nanopore Technologies, 

successfully raised £29.3 million of new capital and facilitated the secondary sale of £80.2 

million of shares. CRH added 1.9%, after announcing the appointment of Richard Boucher as 

its new Chairman. International Consolidated Airlines Group gained 1.8%, following a rating 

upgrade on the stock to ‘Buy’ from ‘Neutral’. On the contrary, Tullow Oil declined 6.8%, as 

preliminary estimates indicated net oil pay the company’s Carapa-1 exploration well offshore 

Guyana came in below its pre-drill estimates. The FTSE 100 advanced 0.8%, to close at 

7,604.3, while the FTSE 250 rose 1.0%, to end at 22,108.3.  

US Market Snapshot 
US markets closed on a stronger footing yesterday, boosted by gains in technology and 

industrial sector stocks, after China announced fresh stimulus for the country. Advanced 

Micro Devices advanced 7.1%, after a top broker raised its target price on the stock to $58.0 

from $40.0. Anixter International climbed 3.9%, after the company agreed to amend its 

merger deal with private equity firm, Clayton, Dubilier and Rice. On the flipside, Signet 

Jewelers plunged 12.9%, after a top broker lowered its target price on the stock to $12.0 from 

$16.0 and downgraded its rating to ‘Underweight’ from ‘Equal Weight’. Wingstop dropped 

1.7%, after announcing the departure of its Chief Operating Officer, Lawrence Kruguer. Wells 

Fargo fell 0.1%, following a rating downgrade on the stock to ‘Underperform’ from ‘Neutral’. 

The S&P 500 gained 0.8%, to settle at 3,257.9. The DJIA rose 1.2%, to settle at 28,868.8, 

while the NASDAQ added 1.3%, to close at 9,092.2.  

Europe Market Snapshot 
European markets finished in positive territory yesterday, supported by gains in banking and 

technology sector stocks. Lenders, Credit Agricole, Deutsche Bank and Commerzbank 

climbed 2.0%, 7.3% and 7.5%, respectively. Airbus advanced 2.3%, on the back of reports 

that the company delivered a forecast-beating 863 aircrafts in 2019, making it the world's 

largest planemaker for the first time since 2011. Allianz added 1.4%, after the German insurer 

completed the acquisition of the remaining stake in Liverpool Victoria's General Insurance 

group.  On the contrary, Ams declined 2.6%, after announcing the acquisition of a majority 

stake in German lighting group, OSRAM Licht, up 0.1%. The FTSEurofirst 300 index gained 

0.9%, to settle at 1,638.1. The German DAX Xetra rose 1.0%, to settle at 13,385.9, while the 

French CAC-40 added 1.1%, to close at 6,041.5.  

Asia Market Snapshot 
Markets in Asia are trading lower this morning. Markets in Japan are closed today on account 

of a public holiday. In Hong Kong, Country Garden Holdings, Hengan International Group and 

Want Want China Holdings have declined 2.3%, 2.7% and 3.4%, respectively. Meanwhile, 

Geely Automobile Holdings, PetroChina and Hang Lung Properties have advanced 3.2%, 

3.3% and 4.4%, respectively. In South Korea, SK Innovation, S-Oil and NCSoft have gained 

1.4%, 1.5% and 3.7%, respectively. Meanwhile, Hyundai Motor, Samsung Biologics and Kia 

Motors have dropped 1.3%, 1.6% and 1.7%, respectively. The Hang Seng index is trading 

0.2% down at 28,495.1, whereas the Kospi index is trading 0.1% higher at 2,178.3. On 

Monday, the Nikkei 225 index fell 0.8% to settle the session at 23,656.6. 
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S&P 500 3,257.9  0.8% 0.6% 5.3% 29.8%

DJIA 28,868.8  1.2% 0.9% 5.0% 23.7%

Nasdaq 9,092.2  1.3% 0.8% 6.7% 36.4%

Nikkei 225** 23,656.6  -0.8% -0.4% 2.0% 19.1%

Shanghai Composite* 3,076.0  -0.3% 5.3% 7.0% 25.1%

DJIA at London close 28,702.0 4:30*Time - GM T

Last 

Close

1D% 

Chg

5D% 

Chg

1M%

Chg

1Y% 

Chg

FTSE 100 7,604.3  0.8% -0.4% 6.2% 12.9%

FTSE 250 22,108.3  1.0% 0.6% 7.8% 25.7%

DJSTOXX 50 3,430.6  0.8% 0.02% 5.1% 24.4%

FTSEurofirst 300 1,638.1  0.9% 0.1% 5.2% 23.2%

German DAX 30 13,385.9  1.0% 0.6% 3.1% 26.5%

France CAC 40 6,041.5  1.1% 0.2% 5.5% 28.8%
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UK 

Note: All Estimates are for Full Year 

Key Corporate Releases Today Click here to open an account 

Company Name Results Currency Estimated EPS Estimated Revenue (Mn)

Carpetright Plc Interim GBP - 377.00                                     

Ecofin Global Utilities and Infrastructure Trust Plc Final GBP - -

Carclo Plc Interim GBP - -

Alpha Growth Plc Final GBP - -

Toople Plc Final GBP - -

Full Year Consensus
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Commodity, Currency and Bitcoin 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Brent crude oil one month futures contract is trading 3% or $1.99 higher at $68.24 per barrel, amid escalat ing 

tensions in the Middle East, after a US airstrike killed key Iranian and Iraqi military personnel. Meanwhile, investors await the weekly 

US oil rig count data by Baker Hughes, scheduled to be released later today. Yesterday, the contract climbed 0.38% or $0.25, to 

settle at $66.25 per barrel. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Gold futures contract is trading 0.89% or $13.60 higher at $1541.70 per ounce, amid mounting tensions between 

the US and Iran. Yesterday, the contract climbed 0.33% or $5.00, to settle at $1528.10 per ounce, as a weaker US Dollar attracted 

traders towards the safe-haven asset. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, BTC is trading 0.73% higher against 

the USD at $7011.38. Yesterday, BTC declined 3.54% 

against the USD to close at $6960.58. In major news, US 

technology giant, Google has lifted its ban on the Ethereum 

browser extension and wallet service, Metamask. According 

to sources, cryptocurrency mining giant, Bitmain is planning 

to lay off its workforce, ahead of Bitcoin’s ‘halving’ expected 

to occur in mid-May 2020. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the EUR is trading marginally higher against the USD at $1.1174, ahead of the German inflation and 

unemployment rate data, both for December, due in a few hours. Additionally, investors await the US ISM manufacturing PMI index 

for December, along with the Federal Reserve’s (Fed) meeting minutes, slated to be released later today. Yesterday, the EUR 

weakened 0.36% versus the USD, to close at $1.1172, after the Euro-zone manufacturing PMI dropped in December, while 

German manufacturing PMI fell in the same month. In other economic news, the US manufacturing PMI declined more than 

expected in December. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the GBP is trading 0.06% lower against the USD at $1.3137, ahead of the UK construction PMI data for 

December and mortgage approvals data for November, due in a few hours. Yesterday, the GBP weakened 0.82% versus the USD, 

to close at $1.3145, after the UK manufacturing PMI declined to its lowest level since July 2012 in December. 
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To start trading Bitcoin Click Here 

Highly competitive and efficient international money transfers. Corporates sending multiple millions or private clients buying overseas properties, by using 

cutting edge technology we process your payments at very low rates and pass those savings on to you. 

Partners  

with 

Can Currencyflo cut your cost? Call 020 3963 4960 or for more information www.currencyflo.com  

Corporate Open Account Private Open Account 

Click here to open an account 
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FTSE All Share Index- Performance 

UK Top Sector Performers 

UK Worst Sector Performers 

UK manufacturing PMI dropped in December 

In the UK, the final manufacturing PMI fell to a level of 47.50 in December, compared to market expectations of a fall to a level of 47.60. The 

manufacturing PMI had recorded a level of 48.90 in the prior month.  

Euro-zone manufacturing PMI declined in December 

In the Euro-zone, the final manufacturing PMI recorded a drop to a level of 46.30 in December, compared to a reading of 46.90 in the 

previous month. Market expectation was for the manufacturing PMI to drop to a level of 45.90.  

German manufacturing PMI fell in December 

In Germany, the final manufacturing PMI registered a drop to a level of 43.70 in December, higher than market expectations of a drop to a 

level of 43.40. In the previous month, manufacturing PMI had recorded to a reading of 44.10. 

US manufacturing PMI declined in December 

In the US, the final manufacturing PMI recorded a drop to a level of 52.40 in December, compared to market expectations of a drop to a level 

of 52.50. The manufacturing PMI had recorded to a reading of 52.60 in the previous month. 

US initial jobless claims unexpectedly declined in the last week 

In the US, the seasonally adjusted initial jobless claims dropped unexpectedly to a level of 222.00 K in the week ended 28 December 2019. 

Initial jobless claims had recorded a revised level of 224.00 K in the prior week. 

Key Economic News  

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Software & Computer Services 2244.86 43.08 2.0% 5.0% 29.9%

Construction & Materials 7200.64 134.06 1.9% 8.1% 45.3%

Fixed Line Telecommunications 2322.14 41.93 1.8% 6.8% -16.6%

Electronic & Electrical Equipment 8804.62 156.09 1.8% 3.7% 40.4%

Life Insurance 8197.68 114.54 1.4% 11.6% 22.8%

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Oil Equipment & Services 8203.22 -180.38 -2.2% 13.4% -23.2%

Beverages 25263.02 -103.36 -0.4% 1.9% 14.6%

Forestry & Paper 19920.14 -33.78 -0.2% 8.4% 8.2%

Health Care Equipment & Services 8340.44 -13.00 -0.2% 4.0% 22.9%

Real Estate Investment Trusts 3364.75 -4.18 -0.1% 5.9% 28.4%

Click here to open an account 
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The Times 

Airbus soars ahead of U.S. rival Boeing 

on deliveries: Airbus has retaken the 

crown of the world’s largest plane 

manufacturer from Boeing for the first time 

in eight years after beating its target for 

aircraft deliveries. 

‘Greta effect’ piles pressure on Norway’s 

Equinor: Norway’s state-backed oil giant 

has admitted that it is under mounting 

pressure from shareholders to invest more 

in renewable energy and prove that it can 

do so profitably. 

Oxford Nanopore fundraising boosts 

value of Woodford’s former pick: A 

technology business that makes innovative 

gene-reading devices appears to have 

increased its valuation by up to £200 million 

to £1.7 billion in an unusual capital-raising 

announced. 

Entrepreneurs add cash to Dash Water: 

Nick Wheeler, Founder of Charles Tyrwhitt, 

the shirtmaker, and Simon Duffy, co-

Founder of Bulldog Skincare, are among a 

group of entrepreneurs backing a 

fundraising by a British soft drinks brand 

with international ambitions. 

Music streaming in full voice with sales 

topping £1 billion: The U.K. music 

streaming market has exceeded £1 billion 

for the first time, with the total spent on 

subscription services like Spotify and Apple 

Music more than 30 times higher than in 

2010. 

M&G investors still trapped by property 

fund lock-in: Investors in the frozen £2.5 

billion M&G property fund will remain 

trapped indefinitely after the fund manager 

said the suspension would continue. 

Simba Sleep bundles up U.S. deal to 

fund global growth: An American private 

equity firm has acquired a stake in Simba 

Sleep, the loss-making “bed in a box” online 

mattress retailer. 

Financial Times 

Tullow shares drop on doubts over 

commercialising oil well: Tullow Oil 

shares tumbled after the FTSE 250 explorer 

announced drilling results in South America 

for an offshore oil well that analysts suggest 

is unlikely to be commercialised. 

To Read More Click Here 

Israel, Greece and Cyprus set for gas 

pipeline deal: Israel, Greece and Cyprus 

are set to sign a trilateral agreement that 

will lay the groundwork for a planned gas 

pipeline connecting Israel’s offshore fields 

with Europe but which risks raising tensions 

with Turkey over what Ankara sees as its 

exclusion from the Mediterranean region’s 

hydrocarbon boom. 

To Read More Click Here 

German savers shrug off negative rates 

fears: Negative interest rates have had little 

impact on the ultra-conservative savings 

behaviour of Germans, whose holdings in 

cash and current account deposits rose 

8.5% last year to a record €1.8 trillion. 

To Read More Click Here 

HSBC forced to close Hong Kong 

branches after protests: HSBC was 

forced to close branches and suspend 

some ATMs in Hong Kong after the closure 

of an account used to raise funds for 

demonstrators led to the territory’s biggest 

bank being targeted for the first time. 

To Read More Click Here 

JPMorgan to ban fintech apps from 

using passwords: JPMorgan Chase has 

vowed to ban fintech apps from using 

customer passwords to access their bank 

accounts, forcing tougher security 

standards some three years after Chief 

Executive Jamie Dimon first warned about 

the dangers of data-sharing. 

To Read More Click Here 

China emerges as fifth biggest Euroclear 

shareholder: China’s main sovereign 

wealth fund for investing its foreign 

reserves has emerged as the fifth-biggest 

shareholder in Euroclear, one of the world’s 

largest central securities depositories. 

To Read More Click Here 

Reinsurance renewal prices hold the line 

in face of disasters: An expensive few 

years for the global insurance industry led 

by a range of natural disasters from 

wildfires to storms have failed to result in 

widespread price increases in the latest 

reinsurance contract renewals.  

To Read More Click Here 

Hedge funds reel in profits from salmon 

scraps: An obscure Norwegian company 

that converts salmon offcuts into healthcare 

products has netted gains for some big-

name hedge funds in recent months. 

To Read More Click Here 

U.S. health officials unveil e-cigarette 

restrictions: U.S. regulators have unveiled 

long-awaited restrictions on some flavoured 

e-cigarettes in an attempt to contain an 

“epidemic” of teenage vaping, while 

stopping short of an outright ban, in a 

decision criticised by public health 

campaigners. 

To Read More Click Here 

VW in talks with consumer group over 

potential diesel settlement: Volkswagen 

has entered talks with Germany’s leading 

consumer protection group over a potential 

out-of-court settlement for 400,000 German 

owners of diesel vehicles affected by the 

carmaker’s manipulations of emissions. 

To Read More Click Here 

Entrepreneur builds an aircraft 

‘boneyard’ in centre of Australia: On a 

dusty airfield in a remote outback town, 

Tom Vincent is pursuing his entrepreneurial 

dream to create one of the world’s largest 

Newspaper Summary 

Share Tips, Bids and Rumours 

• The Daily Telegraph (Questor share tips): A good year for our investment trust tips – 26 risers and just one faller. 

• The Times: Cartesian Capital, an American private equity firm, has acquired a stake in Simba Sleep, the loss-making “bed in a box” 

online mattress retailer. 

• The Times (Comment): Carlos Ghosn needs to face the music. 

Click here to open an account 
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aircraft storage and boneyard facilities in 

Australia’s “Red Centre”.  

To Read More Click Here 

Lebanon asked for Ghosn’s return a 

week before escape: Lebanon pressed for 

Carlos Ghosn’s return a week before the 

former Nissan Chairman escaped from 

Tokyo to Beirut with the help of private 

security operatives, who had been planning 

his flight for months. 

To Read More Click Here 

Capita to invest in tech start-ups in shift 

away from outsourcing: Capita, one of 

the British government’s biggest 

contractors, is seeking to invest in 

technology start-ups as it attempts to shift 

away from its traditional outsourcing 

market. 

To Read More Click Here 

Truckmaker CNH hopes split drives 

consolidation: CNH, the truck and tractor 

maker backed by Italy’s Agnelli family, 

hopes that a split of the business into two 

companies will drive consolidation across 

its two sectors, the Chief Executive said. 

To Read More Click Here 

Outdoor advertising market poised to 

eclipse newspapers: Spending on outdoor 

advertising is set to overtake newspaper ad 

sales in 2020 for the first time since records 

began, a global marketing milestone 

showing the resilience of billboards in the 

internet age. 

To Read More Click Here 

Apple shares hit $300 for first time: 

Apple’s share price crossed the $300 

threshold for the first time, as technology 

names continued to charge ahead on the 

heels of last year’s rally. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lex:  

DraftKings/SPAC: the Eagle has landed: 

Diamond Eagle’s results are mixed, but its 

shares are up following bid to create U.S. 

sports-betting company. 

To Read More Click Here 

JBS: unreliable steer: Pressure rises on 

investors to blacklist companies associated 

with Brazilian deforestation. 

To Read More Click Here 

Airbus: fight risk: If Boeing scraps the 737 

Max, it could be the worst-case scenario for 

both manufacturers. 

To Read More Click Here 

The Daily Telegraph 

Carlos Ghosn to face questioning in 

Lebanon as he denies family 

involvement in fleeing Japan: Carlos 

Ghosn is to be grilled by Lebanese 

authorities after an international wanted 

notice was issued following his daring 

escape from Japan. 

As bushfires rage, Australia's coal 

addiction proves hard to break: For 

decades, coal mining has been a 

cornerstone of the Australian economy: it is 

an industry worth $70 billion that 

employs tens of thousands of people.   

Aspinal of London losses widen despite 

higher sales: Aspinal of London plunged 

further into the red last year as the luxury 

leather goods firm grappled with a surge in 

costs, its latest accounts showed. 

Russia enjoys new gold rush in trees as 

China fuels a lumber boom: The 

unglamorous wood sector – and the bleak 

region of Archangel – looks increasingly 

important to Russia’s economy 

Heathrow is ready to fly high in our new 

bountiful Britain: The achievements of the 

last 10 years pale in comparison to what 

Heathrow will deliver in the next decade  

Instagram failing to attract older people 

as user growth set to flatline: Instagram's 

user growth is hitting a wall because it is 

failing to attract older people as quickly as 

anticipated, new figures reveal. 

Travelex takes systems offline after 

software virus: Holidaymakers have been 

blocked from exchanging currency online 

and from collecting prepaid cards, after 

Travelex was forced to take its site offline 

due to a virus.  

Ousted Google human rights Chief says 

it has lost its 'Don't be evil' mantra: 

Google's ousted human rights Chief has 

accused the company of ditching its "Don't 

be evil" mantra and has slammed it 

for racism, a poor human rights record and 

concerning relationships with China and 

Saudi Arabia.  

The Scottish Herald 

Losses widen at pharma firm Munro 

Healthcare: East Kilbride pharmaceuticals 

business Munro Healthcare Group saw pre-

tax losses increase by more than seven 

times in the year to the end of March as 

concerns over the U.K.’s impending 

departure from the European Union 

continued to prove a drag on performance. 

Woodland photography project helps 

keep mental health in focus: They have 

been heralded as one of the biggest and 

most sustainable options in the fight against 

climate breakdown, but now Scotland’s 

woodlands have been proven to positively 

impact mental health too. 

The Scotsman 

Aldi to create 200 jobs and open six new 

Scottish stores: Aldi has revealed plans to 

open a further six Scottish stores in 2020 as 

it creates up to 200 jobs. 

Ethical finance Chief urges firms to 

protect environment: The finance sector 

must take urgent action to tackle climate 

change if it is to keep customer support and 

protect the planet, an ethical finance 

pioneer has claimed. 

Aquaculture body reels in mentors for 

inaugural diversity programme: Industry 

body Women in Scottish Aquaculture 

(WiSA) will begin a series of Scottish 

Government-supported diversity initiatives 

with the launch of a new mentoring 

programme this month. 

Former FNZ exec added to board of 

digital agency Tayburn: Branding, design 

and digital agency Tayburn has unveiled 

the addition of a former Senior Executive at 

fintech FNZ to its board as it looks to move 

into its next growth phase. 

Click here to open an account 
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CFD and Spread betting Risk Warning 
All trading involves risk. Spread bets and CFDs are complex instruments and come with a high risk of losing money rapidly due to leverage. 76% of retail 
investor accounts lose money when trading spread bets and CFDs with this provider. You should consider whether you understand how spread bets 
and CFDs work, and whether you can afford to take the high risk of losing your money. Professional clients can lose more than they deposit.  
 
Shares Risk Warning  
The value of stocks and shares, and the income from them, can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the full amount you originally invested. Past 
performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
  
If you are unsure about dealing in shares and other equity investments, you should contact your financial adviser as these types of investments 
may not be suitable for everyone. 
  
Disclaimer 
Any research has been produced by an independent third party provider. Further details can be provided on request.  
Any report has been prepared using information available from public sources, which are believed to be reliable as at the date of this report. However, 
Guardian Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider make no representation as to the accuracy or completeness of this report. This 
report should therefore not be relied on as accurate or complete. The facts and opinions on this report are subject to change without notice. Guardian 
Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider have no obligation to modify or update this report in the event that any information on this 
report becomes inaccurate. 
  
Any report is prepared for informational purpose only, with no recommendation or solicitation to buy or to sell. The background of any individual or other 
investor has not been considered in providing this report. Individuals and other investors should seek independent financial advice which considers their 
specific risks, objectives and specific constraints, and make their own informed decisions. Individuals and other investors should note that investing in shares 
carries a degree of risk and the value of investments can go up or down. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. Investments 
should be made with regard to an investor’s total portfolio. Guardian Stockbrokers, its independent third party provider and its employees make no 
representation or guarantee with regard to any investment noted on this report, and shall therefore not be liable with regard to any loss.  

Risk Warning & Disclaimer 
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