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UK Market Snapshot 
UK markets finished mixed yesterday, with the FTSE 100 index ending higher, led by gains in 

healthcare and financial sector stocks. Breedon Group advanced 3.3%, after a top broker 

raised its target price on the stock to 105.0p from 85.0p. Hikma Pharmaceuticals rose 1.5%, 

following a deal with Arecor to co-develop an injectable medicine in the US. Tesco added 

0.9%, after the retailer posted a jump in its underlying sales for the Christmas period. On the 

flipside, SIG tanked 20.9%, after it forecasted a slump in its annual revenue and profit, amid 

challenging market conditions. Marks & Spencer Group plunged 11.1%, after the retailer 

warned of lower third quarter sales, following weak performance from its clothing and home 

segment. Dunelm Group declined 3.2%. The homeware retailer reported a jump in its second 

quarter sales. The FTSE 100 advanced 0.3%, to close at 7,598.1, while the FTSE 250 fell 

marginally lower to end at 21,643.1.  

US Market Snapshot 
US markets closed higher yesterday, led by gains in technology and financial sector stocks. 

Advanced Micro Devices advanced 2.4%, after a top broker raised its target price on the 

stock to $55.0 from $38.0 and upgraded its rating on the stock to ‘Buy’ from ‘Neutral’.  HP 

gained 1.5%, after the company rejected an unsolicited takeover proposal worth nearly $33.0 

billion from Xerox Holdings, up 1.9%. Alphabet added 1.1%, after a leading broker raised its 

target price on the stock to $1,620.0 from $1,450.0. On the flipside, Bed Bath & Beyond 

tanked 19.2%, after the company’s third quarter revenue and earnings came in below 

analysts’ estimates. Kohl's declined 6.5%, following a drop in its same-store sales during 

November and December. The S&P 500 gained 0.7%, to settle at 3,274.7. The DJIA rose 

0.7%, to settle at 28,956.9, while the NASDAQ added 0.8%, to close at 9,203.4.   

Europe Market Snapshot 
European markets finished in positive territory yesterday, supported by gains in technology 

and healthcare sector stocks. Chipmakers, ASM International, STMicroelectronics and Dialog 

Semiconductor added 0.7%, 2.4% and 2.6%, respectively. Evotec advanced 3.0%, after a top 

broker raised its target price on the stock to €160.0 from €97.0 and upgraded its rating to 

‘Buy’ from ‘Hold’. On the contrary, Sodexo tumbled 6.3%, after the French company warned 

that second quarter results would be impacted by strikes in France and unrest in Chile and 

Hong Kong. Sika declined 3.4%. The specialty chemicals company reported a jump in its 

sales for the full year. The FTSEurofirst 300 index gained 0.3%, to settle at 1,641.1. The 

German DAX Xetra rose 1.3%, to settle at 13,495.1, while the French CAC-40 added 0.2%, 

to close at 6,042.6.  

Asia Market Snapshot 
Markets in Asia are trading mostly higher this morning. In Japan, Fast Retailing has dropped 

3.1%, after it posted a drop in its first quarter operating profit and lowered its annual earnings 

outlook. Meanwhile, Yaskawa Electric, SCREEN Holdings and IHI have gained 2.6%, 3.5% 

and 5.1%, respectively. In Hong Kong, CK Infrastructure Holdings, Sino Biopharmaceutical 

and Tencent Holdings have risen 1.3%, 1.5% and 1.8%, respectively. Meanwhile, CNOOC, 

China Resources Land and PetroChina have declined 1.8%, 2.7% and 2.9%, respectively. In 

South Korea, Amorepacific, LG Chem and Samsung SDI have advanced 3.1%, 5.4% and 

6.9%, respectively. Meanwhile, SK Hynix, LG Uplus and LG have fallen 0.3%, 1.9% and 

2.7%, respectively. The Nikkei 225 index is trading 0.2% lower at 23,788.6. The Hang Seng 

index is trading 0.1% up at 28,576.9, while the Kospi index is trading 0.4% higher at 2,196.3.  
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UK 

Note: All Estimates are for Full Year 

Key Corporate Releases Today Click here to open an account 

Company Name Results Currency Estimated EPS Estimated Revenue (Mn)

Carpetright Plc Interim GBP - 377.00                                     

Ecofin Global Utilities and Infrastructure Trust Plc Final GBP - -

Trident Resources Plc Interim GBP - -

Alpha Growth Plc Final GBP - -

Toople Plc Final GBP - -

Full Year Consensus
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Commodity, Currency and Bitcoin 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Brent crude oil one month futures contract is trading 0.34% or $0.22 lower at $65.15 per barrel, ahead of the weekly 

US oil rig count data by Baker Hughes, scheduled to be released later today. Yesterday, the contract declined 0.11% or $0.07, to settle 

at $65.37 per barrel. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Gold futures contract is trading 0.41% or $6.40 lower at $1547.90 per ounce. Yesterday, the contract declined 

0.38% or $5.90, to settle at $1554.30 per ounce, as a stronger greenback and easing geopolitical tensions dented the demand appeal of 

the safe-haven asset.  

❑ At 0430GMT today, BTC is trading 0.19% lower against the USD 

at $7771.95. Yesterday, BTC declined 2.72% against the USD to 

close at $7786.84. In major news, International crime-fighting 

agency, Interpol announced a collaboration with cybersecurity 

firm, Trend Micro, to reduce cryptojacking affecting MikroTik 

routers across South-East Asian region. In a key development, 

Canadian technology firm, DMG Blockchain Solutions has 

installed 1,000 new Bitcoin mining machines at its Christina Lake 

mining-as-a-service facility in British Columbia.  

❑ At 0430GMT today, the EUR is trading marginally higher against the USD at $1.1109. Investors await the US unemployment rate and 

nonfarm payrolls data, both for December, scheduled later today. Yesterday, the EUR marginally strengthened versus the USD, to 

close at $1.1106, after the German industrial production rose more than expected in November, whereas the Euro-zone 

unemployment rate remained steady at its lowest rate since July 2008 in November. Meanwhile, the German trade surplus narrowed 

in November. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the GBP is trading 0.08% higher against the USD at $1.3077. Yesterday, the GBP weakened 0.23% versus the 

USD, to close at $1.3067, after the Bank of England (BoE) Governor, Mark Carney, signalled that the central bank might soon cut 

interest rates to boost the British economy.  
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To start trading Bitcoin Click Here 

Highly competitive and efficient international money transfers. Corporates sending multiple millions or private clients buying overseas properties, by using 

cutting edge technology we process your payments at very low rates and pass those savings on to you.  

Partners  
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Can Currencyflo cut your cost? Call 020 3963 4960 or for more information www.currencyflo.com  
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FTSE All Share Index- Performance 

UK Top Sector Performers 

UK Worst Sector Performers 

Mark Carney: BoE to lower key interest rates soon 

The BoE Governor, Mark Carney, indicated that central bank might cut interest rates soon to provide support to the British economy, as the 

economic growth had been sluggish in recent months and that the inflation was below the BoE’s 2.00% target set by the government. 

Euro-zone unemployment rate steadied in November 

In the Euro-zone, the unemployment rate remained flat at a level of 7.50% in November, meeting market expectations. 

German industrial production rose more than expected in November 

In Germany, the seasonally adjusted industrial production recorded a rise of 1.10% on a MoM basis in November, higher than market 

expectations for a rise of 0.70%. Industrial production had fallen 1.00% in the prior month. 

German trade surplus narrowed in November 

In Germany, the seasonally adjusted trade surplus narrowed to €18.30 billion in November. Germany had posted a trade surplus of €21.50 

billion in the previous month. 

US initial jobless claims declined in the last week 

In the US, the seasonally adjusted initial jobless claims recorded a drop to a level of 214.00 K in the week ended 04 January, compared to a 

revised reading of 223.00 K in the previous week 2020. Market expectation was for initial jobless claims to ease to a level of 220.00 K. 

Key Economic News  

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Mobile Telecommunications 3451.44 98.93 3.0% 6.4% 1.8%

Health Care Equipment & Services 8271.58 94.11 1.2% 2.7% 19.2%

Personal Goods 37648.71 420.60 1.1% -4.1% 6.6%

Electronic & Electrical Equipment 8552.77 88.10 1.0% 0.6% 30.7%

Industrial Transportation 2441.54 24.95 1.0% -0.2% 8.0%

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

General Retailers 2466.41 -54.75 -2.2% 3.0% 19.5%

Fixed Line Telecommunications 2289.25 -30.88 -1.3% 3.2% -15.4%

Mining 18963.02 -190.31 -1.0% 4.9% 7.5%

Real Estate Investment Trusts 3251.94 -27.05 -0.8% -0.4% 20.0%

Forestry & Paper 19272.84 -151.97 -0.8% 6.1% -1.9%

Click here to open an account 
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The Times 

Airlines scramble for 737 Max flight 

simulators: Ryanair has ordered an extra 

flight simulator for the Boeing 737 Max as 

airlines seek to avoid a pilot-training 

bottleneck that could delay the jet’s return to 

service. 

Skinny dip in men’s jeans takes gloss off 

recovery at Marks & Spencer: Too many 

skinny jeans and too much food waste took 

the shine off Marks & Spencer recording its 

first total like-for-like sales growth in three 

years. 

Card Factory has unhappy message: 

Card Factory has sounded a profit alert and 

warned that it does not expect to pay a 

special dividend next year after enduring 

tough Christmas trading. 

Price is right for Dunelm’s bottom line: 

Despite not taking part in Black Friday 

discounting, Dunelm improved sales ahead 

of Christmas and forecast a one-fifth 

increase in first-half profits. 

Irn-Bru maker AG Barr needs stiff drink 

as sales remain weak: Roger White had to 

issue his first profit warning as Chief 

Executive of AG Barr, the Scottish drinks-

maker, last summer. “I’m not having another 

one if there’s anything I can do about it,” he 

quipped. 

Job cuts at Hitachi Rail and Liberty Steel 

are double blow for north: Industry in the 

north of England is reeling after the steel 

group Liberty and the train manufacturer 

Hitachi Rail announced the loss of 600 jobs. 

Pension Protection Fund rescues 

Carillion railway workers: Four thousand 

former railway maintenance workers with 

the collapsed Carillion construction group 

will have their pension promises largely met 

after their scheme was officially admitted 

into the Pension Protection Fund, the 

industry lifeboat. 

Ikea buy-up shows high street faith: Ikea 

has bought a shopping centre in London 

where it will a launch a small-format store 

selling more than 2,000 home furnishing 

accessories. 

Don’t expect compensation, London 

Capital & Finance savers are warned: 

Investor anger over the £237 million London 

Capital & Finance scandal has mounted as 

thousands of savers were warned that they 

were unlikely to receive compensation after 

the collapse of the minibond company last 

year. 

Cinema giant Cineworld faces own 

screen test: Everyone loves a good 

blockbuster — a Star Wars or Marvel epic 

that wipes away our daily worries. The 

challenge for Cineworld is that not everyone 

wants to watch it in a cinema. 

Gnergy warned over unpaid fees: The 

energy regulator has moved closer to 

shutting down a small supplier after it failed 

to pay debts owed to a government green 

electricity scheme. 

Occidental to cut jobs as Permian boom 

slows: The top oil producer in the Permian 

Basin is cutting jobs amid a slump at 

America’s most promising oilfield. 

Pubs group Mitchells & Butlers raises 

glass to record sales growth: Strong 

demand for pub meals and drinks on key 

days including Christmas Day and New 

Year’s Eve drove like-for-like sales growth 

of 5.6% at Mitchells & Butlers over the three

-week festive period. 

Recruitment firm Robert Walters feels 

the pinch of turbulent end to year: An 

end-of-year bout of Brexit uncertainty and 

disruptions caused by last month’s general 

election have hit profits at Robert Walters. 

The Independent 

John Lewis head sacked following poor 

Christmas sales: The future of John Lewis 

and Waitrose was thrown into chaos, as the 

Managing Director of John Lewis was 

sacked, and the chair warned that staff may 

miss out on a bonus. 

Financial Times 

Gold miner Centamin posts strong fourth 

quarter production: Gold miner Centamin 

reported a 50% increase in quarterly 

production at its mine in Egypt, putting 

pressure on rival Endeavour Mining to 

increase its bid for the company. 

To Read More Click Here 

Calisen set to boost London IPO market 

with planned listing: Calisen, an energy 

company owned by U.S. buyout group 

Kohlberg Kravis Roberts, is on track to give 

the U.K.’s deflated market for initial public 

offerings a boost after it said it intended to 

raise £300 million by listing on the London 

Stock Exchange. 

To Read More Click Here 

China bond investors face battle after 

defaults: When China’s bond issuers run 

into trouble, investors face an increasingly 

tough task in extracting any returns. 

To Read More Click Here 

Former head of tax at Freshfields 

charged over illegal rebate scandal: The 

former global head of tax at law firm 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer has been 

charged with fraud for his suspected 

involvement in a scheme that allegedly 

allowed a client of the firm to reclaim €383 

Newspaper Summary 

Share Tips, Bids and Rumours 

• The Times (Tempus share tips): “Hold” Cineworld; “Avoid” Yougov. 

• The Daily Telegraph (Questor share tips): We sold Jupiter European Opportunities last year. Now it is time to buy again. 

• The Guardian: Ikea has acquired a shopping centre in west London for £170 million. 

• Financial Times: Citic plans to sell its minority stake in McDonald’s China business to one of its private equity arms as part of efforts to 

lower its debt. 

• The Daily Telegraph: Smart meter installer Calisen Group is eyeing £1.5 billion float on the London Stock Exchange. 

• The Times (Comment): We could ignore fat cat pay if all workers profited from success. 

• The Times (Comment): The economy would be healthier with an extra dose of inflation  

Click here to open an account 
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million in tax that was never paid, people 

familiar with events told the Financial Times. 

To Read More Click Here 

Santander to repay capital bond one year 

after spooking market: Santander is 

preparing to repay a €1.5 billion bond that 

briefly rattled the $200 billion market for 

riskier bank debt last year. 

To Read More Click Here 

BlackRock joins climate group after 

‘greenwash’ criticism: BlackRock is 

stepping up its efforts to pressure corporate 

boards on climate change by joining an 

influential investor group, after the world’s 

largest fund manager was accused of failing 

to match rhetoric with action. 

To Read More Click Here 

Thousands of LCF bondholders may 

miss out on compensation: Just a tiny 

fraction of the 11,600 investors in collapsed 

investment group London Capital & Finance 

are certain to receive any compensation, 

according to the U.K.’s redress scheme of 

last resort. 

To Read More Click Here 

ABN Amro picks new Chief amid money-

laundering probe: Dutch bank ABN Amro 

has chosen Robert Swaak as its new Chief 

Executive, turning to the former Chairman of 

PwC Netherlands to guide it through a 

criminal investigation into potential money 

laundering and financing of terrorism. 

To Read More Click Here 

Vanguard set to enter U.K. investment 

advice industry: Vanguard has been given 

the go-ahead by the City watchdog to 

provide investment advice in the U.K., 

signalling the arrival of an aggressive new 

competitor in Britain’s wealth management 

sector. 

To Read More Click Here 

Voya Financial held talks over sale to 

insurance groups: Voya Financial has 

explored selling itself and held discussions 

with a number of companies potentially 

interested in buying the U.S. retirement plan 

provider, according to people briefed on the 

matter. 

To Read More Click Here 

JPMorgan applies to take control of 

China futures business: JPMorgan Chase 

has applied for approval to take control of its 

futures joint venture in China, in a move that 

comes as global investment banks dip their 

toes into newly opened areas of the 

country’s financial markets. 

To Read More Click Here 

Argentine election shock wrongfoots 

hedge funds in 2019: The shock electoral 

defeat of Argentina’s President Mauricio 

Macri helped turn 2019 into a tough year for 

some big-name hedge funds, even as a 

global stock and bond markets recorded a 

bumper year. 

To Read More Click Here 

Emergency waiting times reveal strain 

on England’s NHS: Signs of unsustainable 

strain in England’s National Health Service 

emerged as data showed the worst ever 

performance against a key emergency 

treatment target and a sharp rise in the 

number of patients stuck on trolleys for lack 

of a hospital bed. 

To Read More Click Here 

Audit office hits out at MoD over nuclear 

cost overruns: The Ministry of Defence 

has paid millions of pounds in additional 

management fees to contractors 

responsible for overseeing the infrastructure 

needed to support the Britain’s nuclear 

deterrent programme — even though they 

are running at least £1.35 billion over 

budget and years behind schedule. 

To Read More Click Here 

Liberty House to cut 355 jobs in U.K. 

steelmaking plants: Sanjeev Gupta’s 

Liberty House is to cut 355 U.K. jobs across 

its steelmaking plants in Yorkshire and 

Wales as part of a cost-cutting drive. 

To Read More Click Here 

U.S. airlines rush to secure 737 Max 

simulators: U.S. airlines are struggling to 

secure flight simulators for the 737 Max 

after Boeing said extra training will be 

needed for pilots before the aircraft returns 

to service. 

To Read More Click Here 

Tesco Christmas sales edge up in 

‘subdued’ U.K. market: Strong food sales 

helped U.K. retailer Tesco record a small 

rise in sales in its core U.K. and Ireland 

business over Christmas despite a 

“subdued” market. 

To Read More Click Here 

FA’s gambling deal puts sports funding 

at risk: British sports bodies are at risk of 

losing taxpayer funding after the U.K. 

government called on them to review 

commercial arrangements that allow 

gambling companies to stream sports 

events on their websites. 

To Read More Click Here 

John Lewis warns on profits as key 

executive quits: John Lewis issued a stark 

warning that weak festive trading meant full-

year profit would be substantially lower than 

last year’s already depressed level as it 

announced the departure of a key executive 

and warned it may abolish its staff bonus. 

To Read More Click Here 

Marks and Spencer fails to build on 

signs of recovery: Shares in U.K. retailer 

Marks and Spencer fell by more than 7% 

after results showing it had failed to build on 

signs of a recovery in its clothing business 

and high levels of waste hit margins in food 

sales. 

To Read More Click Here 

Citic to sell stake in McDonald’s China: 

Citic plans to sell its minority stake in 

McDonald’s China business to one of its 

private equity arms as part of efforts to 

lower its debt as Beijing pushes for large, 

government-backed companies to 

deleverage. 

To Read More Click Here 

Investors pay price as India’s tech 

market cools: In 2010, booking platform 

MakeMyTrip became one of the first Indian 

start-ups valued at more than $1 billion. For 

most of the rest of the decade, a new 

company would cross the $1 billion 

threshold only once or twice a year. 

To Read More Click Here 

Google’s Android auction puts tiny 

search rivals in spotlight: Little-known 

search engines including DuckDuckGo and 

Info.com are set to be thrust into the 

spotlight as part of a scheme to reduce the 

dominance of Google’s services on Android 

smartphones. 

To Read More Click Here 

Dixons Carphone fined £500,000 over till 

hacking: Dixons Carphone has been fined 

£500,000 by the Information 

Commissioner’s Office over a data breach 

that compromised the personal data of more 

than 14m consumers. 

To Read More Click Here 
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Clamour for rail revamp as Northern 

nears end of line: Pressure is mounting on 

the government to accelerate plans to 

overhaul the beleaguered privatised rail 

system after it admitted that a third failure of 

a train operator in less than two years was 

now inevitable. 

To Read More Click Here 

Willie Walsh to step down as Chief of 

British Airways parent IAG: Willie Walsh 

is stepping down as Chief Executive of 

British Airways owner International Airlines 

Group after 15 years, handing the top job to 

Iberia’s Luis Gallego. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lex:  

U.S. insurance/Voya: roll up, roll up: 

Talks with potential suitors have yet to lead 

to deal for insurer whose shares have hit 

highs. 

To Read More Click Here 

ABN Amro/Robert Swaak: wool 

gathering: After years of management 

dithering it is time to organise the flock. 

To Read More Click Here 

U.K. IPOs/Calisen: hearth life: Investors 

should ask where growth will come from 

once smart meter rollout is complete. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lombard: 

John Lewis needs to sound different to a 

plc: What does this update from the John 

Lewis Partnership sound like? “Profits will 

be substantially down on last year . . . Last 

October, we announced bold changes . . . 

[the plan] integrates the teams . . . under one 

new executive team structure . . . the 

managing director of John Lewis & Partners 

will step down . . . we have decided together

 . . . February is the right time for her to 

move on.” 

To Read More Click Here. 

The Daily Telegraph 

3,500 Woodford investors sign up for 

legal action over collapse of flagship 

fund: Almost 3,500 investors are 

preparing legal action in a battle to recover 

losses inflicted by the collapse of Neil 

Woodford’s investment empire. 

Travelex refuses to say if it paid $6 

million ransom to hackers: Travelex has 

been criticised for leaving customers in the 

dark over a hacking attack after the 

currency transfer business refused to say if 

it had paid a $6 million (£4.6 million) 

ransom. 

Profit warning sends SIG shares 

crashing down: Building materials maker 

SIG lost more than a fifth of its value after 

issuing a shock profit warning that it blamed 

on a fall in construction activity as turmoil 

raged ahead of the election. 

Lebanon slaps travel ban on Carlos 

Ghosn as Japanese authorities vow to 

bring him to justice: Carlos Ghosn was hit 

with a travel ban and had his passport 

confiscated by Lebanese prosecutors as 

seething Japanese authorities vowed to 

bring him to justice. 

Five ways CES 2020 brought Black 

Mirror's terrifying tech to life: Bizarre 

gadgets abound at the Consumer 

Electronics Show, with many blurring the 

lines between the unusual and the uncanny. 

Twitter accused of aiding child abuse by 

allowing 'explosion' of online paedophile 

communities: Twitter has been accused of 

aiding child abuse by allowing paedophiles 

to openly organise and form associations on 

its service. 

Google to offer Android users privacy-

friendly search engine alternatives: 

Google will offer privacy-friendly rival search 

engines on smartphones, as part of a 

remedy for a multi-billion euro fine from 

European competition watchdogs.  

Shares climb amid cooling tensions over 

Iran: Germany’s DAX index closed at a two-

year high today as investor optimism 

sweeps shares higher, while the FTSE 100 

managed to nudge higher.  

The Questor Column: 

Questor: we sold Jupiter European 

Opportunities last year. Now it is time to 

buy again: A somewhat pedestrian profit of 

5.2% is all we have made so far on 2019’s 

investment trust tip of the year, Augmentum 

Fintech. Undeterred, we will today select a 

favourite fund for 2020; we will also update 

on Augmentum.By contrast with the fintech 

fund’s underwhelming performance to date, 

our best trust pick of last year, Oakley 

Capital Investments, has delivered 38.6% 

for readers. We have therefore approached 

the fund manager who put us on to Oakley 

for his choice of fund for 2020. That fund 

manager was Andrew Lister, of Aberdeen 

Standard Investments, and he suggested a 

trust that Questor had previously tipped but 

later sold: the former Jupiter European 

Opportunities, now renamed simply 

European Opportunities following a change 

of fund management firm, although not of 

the actual manager. It wasn’t the change of 

fund firm that prompted our advice to sell, 

however. Rather, it was the portfolio’s very 

significant exposure to a stock, Wirecard, a 

German payments company, that became 

embroiled in accusations, denied by the 

firm, of accounting malpractice. We took the 

view that if a fund manager had as much as 

17% of the portfolio in one stock, that stock 

really had to be bombproof. In relation to the 

Wirecard debacle, Mr Lister said: “I think 

that, whatever he [Mr Darwall] says publicly, 

he is likely to be a little more hesitant in 

letting anything grow to be that big in the 

future.” He pointed out that, in spite of 

Wirecard, the trust delivered returns of 

21.4% in 2019 on the basis of net asset 

value. The trust has traded at a premium 

fairly regularly in the past, so the current 

discount offers “a little bit of value” in Mr 

Lister’s words. “Europe as a region is still 

fairly unpopular with investors, despite 

corporates there tending to have a global 

footprint and having performed consistently 

well in the past five to 10 years,” he added. 

“The trust therefore feels a bit of a 

contrarian choice, which I like. If global 

stock markets continue to perform well, I 

see no reason why European stocks will not 

do the same. “A final long-term reason to 

buy is the very close alignment between 

manager and shareholders. Mr Darwall has 

one of the largest stakes held by the 

manager of any trust, with more than four 

million shares valued at more than £30 

million.” Questor says, “Buy”. 

Daily Mail 

Music investment fund Hipgnosis hits 

right note as it signs song rights deal 

with U.S. hit-maker Emile Haynie: The 

firm said it had bought royalty rights from 

award-winning U.S. producer Emile Haynie. 

His catalogue includes number-one hits by 

Adele, Bruno Mars and Lana Del Rey 

(pictured). 

Airbus set to expand in Britain after 

Brexit as Boris Johnson's withdrawal bill 

sweeps away uncertainty: Chief Exec 

Guillaume Faury said the firm was 

'committed' to the U.K., where it employs 

13,500, including 6,000 workers at its plant 

in Broughton, Flintshire, where it makes the 

wings for all its jets. 
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U.K. firms and banks on high alert amid 

fears Iran will mount cyber-attacks in 

retaliation for killing of Qassem 

Soleimani: It is thought providers of critical 

services such as water, electricity, telecoms 

and financial services could be targets, as 

well as public service contractors. 

The Scottish Herald 

North Sea becomes 'hotspot' as 

predators eye assets: North Sea assets 

will be in demand this year with the region 

set to be a hotspot for deals amid increased 

confidence in its potential experts have 

predicted. 

Overseas expansion leads to turnover 

growth for Greenock firm PG Paper: 

Turnover at Greenock-based paper-broking 

business PG Paper shot up by 54% in the 

year to March 2019 as the firm’s expansion 

into overseas markets started to take hold. 

Glasgow technology firm recruits big 

hitter as Chairman: Glasgow-based 

recruitment technology firm Candidate.ID 

has appointed a prominent human 

resources industry figure as its Chairman as 

it targets rapid growth. 

Biotech firm MiAlgae sees early backers 

return with £1 million injection: THE 

backers of an Edinburgh start-up that uses 

by-products from the whisky industry to 

make food for animals and fish have 

ploughed a further £1 million into the 

business to enable it to scale its operations 

over the coming year. 

Aberdeen oil drilling firm Zenith Energy 

turnover up 80%: AN Aberdeen-based well 

engineering and project management 

company said it has delivered more than £9 

million worth of contracts in the past year 

and declared that 2020 will surpass that 

total. 

The Scotsman 

Scottish events supremo warns 

councillors against 'knee-jerk' response 

to Edinburgh's Hogmanay controversies: 

One of Scotland’s leading tourism and 

events experts has urged councillors not to 

make any “rash” or “knee-jerk” reactions 

over the future of Edinburgh’s Hogmanay 

celebrations in the wake of a string of 

controversies over the event. 

Aberdeen-based drill-focused firm 

moves to staff ownership: An Aberdeen-

based company that is a major player in the 

supply and refurbishment of industrial drill 

bits has become Scotland’s latest employee

-owned business. 

Aberdeen oil and gas tech firm secures 

new contract: Aberdeen-based oil and gas 

technology development company Deep 

Casing Tools (DCT) together with its partner 

Innovaciones Petroleras Omega (InPO) has 

struck an evergreen deal with a national oil 

company. 

Harper Macleod secures new Scottish 

Government contract: Scottish legal firm 

Harper Macleod will expand its property law 

services provision to the Scottish 

Government after securing a new 

appointment. 

Huxley owner Signature Pub Group 

brews up festive sales rise: Signature Pub 

Group is toasting a hike in festive sales after 

launching its biggest venue yet in 2019. 

Glasgow's Macfarlane swoops on 

English packaging firm: Packaging group 

Macfarlane has swooped on a Teesside firm 

as it continues on the acquisition trail. 

Shoosmiths hires four senior lawyers 

from rival firms: Legal firm Shoosmiths 

has hired four senior lawyers from rival firms 

across its Scottish offices, including two 

new partners. 

Window manufacturer to create 85 jobs 

and treble capacity after locking in £2 

million investment: A Livingston-based 

window supplier has locked in a seven-

figure investment as it unveiled plans to 

treble headcount in the next three years. 

FinTech Scotland hails surge in financial 

tech firms setting up north of the Border: 

Scotland has seen a 60% surge in the 

number of financial technology businesses 

in the past 12 months as the country 

establishes itself as a global hub for high 

growth fintech firms. 
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