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UK Market Snapshot 
UK markets finished in negative territory yesterday, weighed down by losses in energy and 

healthcare sector stocks. Smiths Group dropped 1.6%, after the company’s Chief Executive 

Officer (CEO), Andy Smith, is likely to step down from his position next year after a demerger 

of its medical unit. AstraZeneca lost 1.2%. The drugmaker and Merck’s ovarian cancer drug, 

Lynparza, has received an approval from the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to treat 

advanced pancreatic cancer. Rio Tinto fell 0.9%. The mining giant revealed that it has 

resumed operations at its South African unit, Richard Bay Minerals. On the flipside, 

Cyanconnode Holdings rallied 61.9%, after the company secured an order for 33,000 smart 

metering solutions units in Thailand, a new territory, from JST Group. The FTSE 100 declined 

0.8%, to close at 7,587.1, while the FTSE 250 fell 0.6%, to end at 21,936.3.   

US Market Snapshot 
US markets closed lower yesterday, dragged down by losses in technology and industrial 

sector stocks. Tesla declined 3.6%, after reports emerged that the electric carmaker is 

expected to fall short of its own vehicle delivery targets for 2019. CenturyLink dropped 2.4%, 

after the technology company announced the retirement of its Chairman, Harvey Perry. On 

the contrary, LendingTree gained 3.0%, after a top broker upgraded its rating on the stock to 

‘Buy’ from ‘Neutral’. Avis Budget Group added 0.9%, after the company named Joe Ferraro, 

as its interim Chief Executive Officer with effect from 1 January 2020. Goodyear Tire & 

Rubber rose 0.9%, after a leading broker initiated with a ‘Buy’ rating and a target price of 

$20.0. The S&P 500 slipped 0.6%, to settle at 3,221.3. The DJIA fell 0.6%, to settle at 

28,462.1, while the NASDAQ shed 0.7%, to close at 8,946.0.  

Europe Market Snapshot 
European markets finished in the red yesterday, led by losses in technology and healthcare 

sector stocks. Healthcare firms, Roche Holding, Sanofi and Novartis dropped 1.0%, 1.2% and 

1.3%, respectively. EssilorLuxottica declined 3.1%, after the French eyewear giant revealed 

that its subsidiary, Essilor International, has noticed a massive fraud at one of its plants in 

Thailand. On the flipside, Tecnicas Reunidas advanced 4.6%, after the oil servicing firm 

forecasted a jump in its revenue in 2020. Elkem gained 1.0%, after the company agreed to 

acquire Chinese maker of silicone elastomer and resins, Polysil, for about $134.7 million. 

UBS Group rose 0.1%, on the back of reports that the lender is considering raising its credit 

quota within its wealth management business. The FTSEurofirst 300 index slipped 0.9%, to 

settle at 1,625.1. The German DAX Xetra fell 0.7%, to settle at 13,249.0, while the French 

CAC-40 shed 0.9%, to close at 5,982.2.  

Asia Market Snapshot 
Markets in Asia are trading lower this morning. Markets in Japan and South Korea are closed 

today on account of a holiday for New Year’s eve. Markets in Hong Kong have closed early 

today on account of New Year’s Eve. In Hong Kong, CSPC Pharmaceutical Group, China 

Shenhua Energy and Tencent Holdings have declined 1.3%, 1.7% and 2.0%, respectively. 

Meanwhile, China Resources Land, CITIC and AAC Technologies Holdings have gained 

0.9%, 1.0% and 1.8%, respectively. The Hang Seng index is trading 0.5% down at 28,189.8. 

Yesterday, the Nikkei 225 index fell 0.8% to settle the session at 23,656.6, while the Kospi 

index shed 0.3% to settle the session at 2,197.7.  
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S&P 500 3,221.3  -0.6% -0.1% 2.6% 29.6%

DJIA 28,462.1  -0.6% -0.3% 1.5% 23.4%
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FTSE 100 7,587.1  -0.8% -0.5% 3.3% 12.7%

FTSE 250 21,936.3  -0.6% 0.4% 5.4% 25.6%

DJSTOXX 50 3,404.2  -0.9% -0.7% 1.8% 23.6%

FTSEurofirst 300 1,625.1  -0.9% -0.5% 2.0% 22.5%

German DAX 30 13,249.0  -0.7% -0.4% 0.1% 25.5%

France CAC 40 5,982.2  -0.9% -0.8% 1.3% 27.9%
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Note: All Estimates are for Full Year 

Key Corporate Releases Today Click here to open an account 

Company Name Results Currency Estimated EPS Estimated Revenue (Mn)

Pantheon Resources Plc Final USD (1.20)                        0.80                                          

Miton Global Opportunities Plc Q2 GBP - -

Blue Planet Investment Trust Plc Interim GBP - -

DEV Clever Holdings Plc Final GBP - -

Full Year Consensus
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Commodity, Currency and Bitcoin 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Brent crude oil one-month futures contract is trading marginally higher at $66.67 per barrel. Yesterday, the 

contract declined 2.19% or $1.49, to settle at $66.67 per barrel, amid rising tensions in the Middle East after US carried out air strikes 

against the Katib Hezbollah militia group in Iraq and Syria. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, Gold futures contract is trading 0.51% or $7.70 higher at $1526.30 per ounce. Yesterday, the contract climbed 

0.03% or $0.50, to settle at $1518.60 per ounce.   

❑ At 0430GMT today, BTC is trading 0.1% lower against the 

USD at $7236.42. Yesterday, BTC advanced 0.33% against 

the USD to close at $7243.35. In major news, blockchain-

based streaming platform, DLive has officially entered into a 

partnership with the BitTorrent (BTT) ecosystem, which will 

bring peer-to-peer content sharing and live streaming 

capabilities to BitTorrent's 100.0 million monthly active 

users. In another development, Square’s payments app, 

Cash App, is considering expanding its bitcoin-related 

services, by adding BTC-related ‘BTC gifting’ feature to its 

app. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the EUR is trading marginally higher against the USD at $1.1204. Investors await the US consumer confidence 

index, slated to be released later today. Yesterday, the EUR strengthened 0.2% versus the USD, to close at $1.1199. In economic 

news, the US advance goods trade deficit narrowed to a 27-month low in November, while the nation’s Chicago Fed purchasing 

managers’ index (PMI) advanced in December. Meanwhile, the US Dallas Fed manufacturing business index unexpectedly dropped 

in December, while the nation’s pending home sales rose less than expected in November. 

❑ At 0430GMT today, the GBP is trading 0.07% higher against the USD at $1.3122. Yesterday, the GBP strengthened 0.27% versus 

the USD, to close at $1.3113, after the UK BBA mortgage approvals advanced in November.  
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To start trading Bitcoin Click Here 

Highly competitive and efficient international money transfers. Corporates sending multiple millions or private clients buying overseas properties, by using 

cutting edge technology we process your payments at very low rates and pass those savings on to you. 

Partners  

with 

Can Currencyflo cut your cost? Call 020 3963 4960 or for more information www.currencyflo.com  

Corporate Open Account Private Open Account 

Click here to open an account 

http://trading.guardianstockbrokers.com/l/124122/2017-09-20/3fb2ll
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FTSE All Share Index- Performance 

UK Top Sector Performers 

UK Worst Sector Performers 

US Chicago Fed PMI rose in December 

In the US, the Chicago Fed PMI recorded a rise to a level of 48.90 in December, compared to market expectations of an advance to a level 

of 47.90. In the previous month, the Chicago Fed PMI had registered a level of 46.30. 

US pending home sales rose less than expected in November 

In the US, pending home sales advanced 1.20% on a MoM basis in November, compared to a revised drop of 1.30% in the previous month. 

Markets were anticipating pending home sales to advance 1.50%. 

US Dallas Fed manufacturing business index unexpectedly slid in December 

In the US, the Dallas Fed manufacturing business index unexpectedly eased to a level of -3.20 in December. The index had recorded a level 

of -1.30 in the previous month. 

US advance goods trade deficit narrowed in November 

The US has reported advance goods trade deficit of $63.19 billion in November, following an advance goods trade deficit of $66.53 billion in 

the prior month. Market expectation was for an advance goods trade deficit of $68.75 billion. 

Chinese NBS manufacturing PMI remained flat in December 

In China, the NBS manufacturing PMI remained flat at a level of 50.20 in December. Markets were expecting the NBS manufacturing PMI to 

drop to a level of 50.10. 

Key Economic News  

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Aerospace & Defence 4986.63 -85.17 -1.7% -0.2% 14.7%

Mobile Telecommunications 3377.02 -53.56 -1.6% -2.7% -1.4%

Industrial Transportation 2453.11 -37.84 -1.5% 4.5% 13.9%

Fixed Line Telecommunications 2290.54 -33.54 -1.4% 1.8% -17.2%

Industrial Engineering 13525.89 -197.24 -1.4% 4.4% 29.5%

Click here to open an account 

Sector Current Price 1D Change 1D (%) Change 1M (%) Change 1Y (%) Change

Oil Equipment & Services 8492.91 142.28 1.7% 10.4% -18.6%

Industrial Metals 3740.87 4.74 0.1% 8.3% -17.3%

https://www.guardianstockbrokers.com/start-trading-now
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The Times 

£9,000 offer as Equitable Life deal is 

done: Equitable Life will cease to exist at 

midnight, bringing down the curtain on the 

world’s oldest member-owned insurance 

group. 

Private hospitals sale prompts 

competition watchdog review: Britain’s 

biggest private hospital chain has been sold 

to a smaller rival in one of the biggest 

industry deals in more than a decade, 

prompting a review by the competition 

regulator. 

Next tribute to former Chief Executive 

Sir David Jones: Sir David Jones, who 

helped to build Next into one of the high 

street’s most powerful retailers and a 

stalwart of the FTSE 100, has died aged 

76. 

Brighthouse sinks further into red amid 

more complaints over lending: Losses 

have deepened at Brighthouse after the sub

-prime lender and rent-to-own retailer was 

hit by rising compensation claims. 

German car firms run risk of crippling 

fines: The German car industry could face 

a “disaster” next year as manufacturers 

face the prospect of being hit with ten-figure 

fines for breaching European emissions 

rules, researchers have warned. 

Britons change tack to cut housing debt 

and improve homes: Homeowners have 

injected more than a quarter of a trillion 

pounds into their properties over the past 

decade, reversing a trend stretching back to 

the 1970s. 

Go west: buyers put Bristol in hot 

demand: Bristol is Britain’s most searched-

for property market outside London, 

according to Rightmove. 

Chairman quits over African oil group 

‘rumour’: The Chairman behind the 

restructuring of Iconic Labs resigned on the 

day of its annual meeting, after financial 

traumas at a company he used to run. 

Rio Tinto to restart work at site hit by 

clashes: Rio Tinto is preparing to resume 

minerals production at a site in South Africa 

almost a month after violence forced it to 

halt operations. 

Financial Times 

SQM’s lithium mine suffers setback after 

ruling: The lithium market has received a 

boost after a court ruling in Chile plunged 

into doubt an expansion project by the 

world’s second-biggest producer. 

To Read More Click Here 

Panasonic says Tesla gigafactory plant 

labour shortages resolved: Panasonic 

says it has resolved a labour shortage that 

has hampered production efficiency at the 

“gigafactory” in Nevada, its joint-venture 

electric battery plant with Tesla. 

To Read More Click Here 

Boom in global sand trade fuels 

conservation fears: Increasing demand for 

the world’s most-used natural material, 

sand, is fuelling mining in fragile natural 

habitats and prompting a growing number 

of countries to ban exports. 

To Read More Click Here 

Value of private equity deals hits post-

crisis high: Private equity groups spent 

more on deals this year than at any time 

since the financial crisis, with dealmaking 

growing for a third consecutive year as the 

industry showed little sign of slowing down. 

To Read More Click Here 

CICC Chief Executive Bi Mingjian steps 

down: Bi Mingjian will step down as Chief 

Executive of state backed CICC after 

helping revive the equity capital markets 

and securities broking businesses of 

China’s first investment bank. 

To Read More Click Here 

Fidelity rebuked by Hong Kong’s 

financial regulator: Hong Kong’s financial 

regulator has rebuked Fidelity for 

conducting about $40 billion in futures 

trades over 11 years without the right 

licence and for not reporting the breach to 

authorities quickly enough. 

To Read More Click Here 

Grab seeks entry to Singapore banking 

market: Ride-hailing and digital payments 

group Grab will apply for a virtual banking 

licence in Singapore as the highly valued 

tech start-up tries to disrupt the traditional 

lending market in the south-east Asian 

country. 

To Read More Click Here 

Europe banks issue record €100 billion 

of ‘bail-in’ debt: European lenders have 

issued about €100 billion of new “bail-in” 

debt in 2019 to meet tougher post-crisis 

rules designed to protect taxpayers from 

footing the bill for future bank failures. 

To Read More Click Here 

Carney warns of climate change hit to 

corporate assets: Companies and 

investors need to step up planning for 

climate change with many corporate assets 

at risk of becoming worthless, the outgoing 

head of the Bank of England has warned. 

To Read More Click Here 

Gene-editing scientist jailed in China: A 

scientist who created the world’s first 

genetically modified twins has been 

sentenced to three years in prison for 

“illegal medical practice” by a Chinese 

court. 

To Read More Click Here 

Ghosn arrives in Lebanon after Japan 

house arrest: Carlos Ghosn has left Japan 

where he was on bail and has arrived in his 

parents’ native Lebanon, according to a 

source close to the family of the former 

Newspaper Summary 

Share Tips, Bids and Rumours 

• The Guardian (Comment): How financial markets turned upside down in 2019. 

• Daily Mail: Lloyds Bank heads have raked in £1.2 million after selling shares when the stock market opened after Christmas. 

• The Times: BMI Healthcare, which operates 52 hospitals and cared for more than two million patients last year, has been acquired by 

Circle Health for an undisclosed sum. 

Click here to open an account 
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Nissan-Renault Chairman and a 

professional associate. 

To Read More Click Here 

Electric car maker Nio stems losses but 

faces cash crunch: Nio, the Chinese 

electric car maker, has reined in losses but 

still faces a potentially crippling cash 

crunch, as the world’s largest fuel-

replacement vehicle market struggles with a 

deepening downturn. 

To Read More Click Here 

British Steel’s new Chinese owner in 

stand-off with suppliers: British Steel’s 

Chinese buyer is struggling to agree new 

contracts with suppliers, according to 

people with knowledge of the situation. 

To Read More Click Here 

EssilorLuxottica discovers ‘fraudulent 

activities’ at Thai plant: EssilorLuxottica 

has discovered “fraudulent financial 

activities” at one of its plants in Thailand, 

which could result in a €190 million hit to 

the Franco-Italian eyewear group. 

To Read More Click Here 

MP arrest poses fresh hurdle for Japan 

casino push: The arrest last week of an 

MP central to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s 

efforts to legalise casinos in Japan has the 

potential to galvanise opposition and raise 

“serious roadblocks” for the controversial 

project.  

To Read More Click Here 

Ethical sales rise as consumers go 

sustainable: Sales of ethical goods and 

services in the U.K. have increased almost 

tenfold in 20 years to hit record highs, 

according to the Co-operative Group. 

To Read More Click Here 

Huawei shrugs off U.S. sanctions as 

sales grow 18%: Huawei has reported 

resilient sales in 2019, in spite of an intense 

effort by the Trump administration to 

weaken the Chinese technology group and 

shut it out of western markets. 

To Read More Click Here 

RMT plans further strikes in dispute with 

South Western Railway: Commuters 

travelling into London on South Western 

Railway face the prospect of further 

disruption after the RMT union warned of 

more strikes once its month-long walkout 

ends this week. 

To Read More Click Here 

Lex:  

British booze: drink kink: Growing 

preference for low-alcohol drinks could be 

bad news for some but will bring cheer to 

others. 

To Read More Click Here 

Essilor/Luxottica: eyes on the prize: To 

ease shareholders’ concerns, the board 

needs a clear vision over how the group will 

be run. 

To Read More Click Here 

Company titles: name calling: Simple to 

pronounce names have wider ownership, 

greater share turnover and higher valuation 

ratios. 

To Read More Click Here 

The Daily Telegraph 

Tesla staffer pops the question as 

Shanghai plant begins car deliveries: A 

Tesla worker proposed to his girlfriend as 

the firm's new “gigafactory” in Shanghai 

handed over its first cars, less than a year 

after construction work started on the giant 

plant. 

U.K. venture capital funds raise record 

£3.9 billion in 2019: Venture capital activity 

in the U.K. hit record highs in 2019 as 

British investors closed £3.9 billion in new 

funds, eyeing opportunities in the 

technology sector, new data shows. 

Costa and Greggs target bumper 

Veganuary with 'ham' toastie and 'steak' 

bake: Costa and Greggs are 

eyeing bumper vegan sales with meat-free 

toasties and bakes as part of their menus 

for the New Year. 

Anger from customers as Sonos 

speakers rendered dumb in 'recycle 

mode': Speaker maker Sonos has 

prompted anger from customers over a 

recycling programme for its high-end 

gadgets that permanently stops them 

working, forcing users to scrap them. 

WhatsApp to stop working on hundreds 

of thousands of smartphones on 

December 31: WhatsApp will stop working 

on the last day of the decade on hundreds 

of thousands of smartphones owned by 

Brits as it withdraws support for handsets 

less than five years old.  

Daily Mail 

Pharma giant Astrazeneca wins go-

ahead in the U.S. for cancer for 

pancreatic cancer drug: Astrazeneca 

rounded off a stellar decade as it 

announced its lynparza ovarian cancer 

treatment has now been granted approval 

in the U.S. to be used to treat pancreatic 

cancer. The nod from the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration marks the first time that 

a drug of this kind, which blocks the DNA 

repair mechanism, so cancer cells fail to 

replicate, has been approved to treat the 

condition. 

Lloyds head hand themselves a £1.2 

million Christmas present cashing in 

shares: Chief Executive Antonio Horta-

Osorio (pictured with wife Ana), Chief 

Operating Officer Juan Colombas and Chief 

Risk Officer Stephen Shelley sold 1.8 

million shares in the bank filings revealed. 

The Equitable Life victims still left out of 

pocket: But celebration for others as 

they are given 70% boost: Up to a million 

former Equitable Life policyholders are 

being left out in the cold just as current 

savers are due to celebrate the new year 

with bonuses of 70% to their pension pots. 

The Scotsman 

Scotty Brand reaps rewards of bumper 

crop: Food producer Scotty Brand is 

toasting a bumper crop of results on the 

back of its best-ever year for berries and 

flourishing sales of frozen chips. 

Edinburgh's Hampden & Co seals £30 

million loan book mandate: Hampden & 

Co, the Edinburgh-based private bank, has 

confirmed a deal to take on a loan book 

worth some £30 million from a London 

wealth manager. 

Sir Richard Branson names Edinburgh 

fintech as start-up of 2019: Sir Richard 

Branson has named Scottish fintech 

Sustainably as his start-up of the year. 

Popular Highlands roadside diner could 

open more sites across Scotland: The 

Real Food Cafe in Tyndrum is eyeing 

expansion after ending the year on a high. 

Click here to open an account 
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Musselburgh to gain new pub and beer 

garden thanks to six-figure investment: 

The East Lothian town of Musselburgh is to 

gain a new pub thanks to a £305,000 

investment by Star Pubs & Bars and 

business operator Anna Brudnowska. 

Demand for ‘more coherent’ policies to 

protect Scotland's retailers: The Scottish 

Retail Consortium (SRC) is urging policy 

makers at Holyrood to adopt a “more 

coherent and strategic” approach to nurture 

the embattled retail industry. 

Harper Macleod lands flush of council 

appointments: Legal firm Harper Macleod 

has been appointed to the panel of advisers 

at a flurry of Scotland’s local authorities. 

Leith-based communications agency 

debuts retail and events space: A Leith-

based communications agency whose 

clients include National Galleries of 

Scotland, the Sheraton and Gleneagles 

hotels and jeweller Hamilton & Inches has 

taken the wraps off a concept and coffee 

store as it looks to grow its overall brand. 

Click here to open an account 

CFD and Spread betting Risk Warning 
All trading involves risk. Spread bets and CFDs are complex instruments and come with a high risk of losing money rapidly due to leverage. 76% of retail 
investor accounts lose money when trading spread bets and CFDs with this provider. You should consider whether you understand how spread bets 
and CFDs work, and whether you can afford to take the high risk of losing your money. Professional clients can lose more than they deposit.  
 
Shares Risk Warning  
The value of stocks and shares, and the income from them, can fall as well as rise and you may not get back the full amount you originally invested. Past 
performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. 
  
If you are unsure about dealing in shares and other equity investments, you should contact your financial adviser as these types of investments 
may not be suitable for everyone. 
  
Disclaimer 
Any research has been produced by an independent third party provider. Further details can be provided on request.  
Any report has been prepared using information available from public sources, which are believed to be reliable as at the date of this report. However, 
Guardian Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider make no representation as to the accuracy or completeness of this report. This 
report should therefore not be relied on as accurate or complete. The facts and opinions on this report are subject to change without notice. Guardian 
Stockbrokers, its employees and its independent third party provider have no obligation to modify or update this report in the event that any information on this 
report becomes inaccurate. 
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investor has not been considered in providing this report. Individuals and other investors should seek independent financial advice which considers their 
specific risks, objectives and specific constraints, and make their own informed decisions. Individuals and other investors should note that investing in shares 
carries a degree of risk and the value of investments can go up or down. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. Investments 
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